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PREFACE. 



1 HE following sheets first appeared in a periodical work called The ItM]iiirer. 
They ar^ now republished with corrections and with some slight abridge- 
ment. 

It is possible there may be some, who, having glanced over the Title Page 
of this little work, may be startled at the word EmancipcUkm. I wi^ to m-' 
form such, that Mr. Dundas, afterwards X/>rd Melville, an acute Man, and a 
Friend to the Planters, propoted th'u roery ineatwre to Parliament in tlie year 
1792. We see, then, that the word Emancipation cannot be charged widv 
Novelty, It contains now no new ideas: It contains now nothing but wlmt 
has been thought practicable, and even deiirahle to he accomplithed. The Emaoct- 
pation which I desire is duch an Emancipation only,' as I iirmly believe to tte' 
compatible not only with the due subordination and happiness of the labourer^ 
but with the ])ermanent interests of his employer. 

I wish also to say, in case any thing like an imdue warmth of feeling on 
my part should be discovered in^ the course of the work, that I had no'intei!^- 
tion of being warm against the West Indians as a body. I know that therie' 
are many estimable men among them living in England, who deserve every 
desirable praise for having sent over instructions to their Agents in tfte West 
Indies from time to time in behalf of their wretched Slaves. And yet, alas.1 
even these, the Masters themselves, have not had influence enough to secure the 
fulfilment of their own instructions upon their cam estates ; nor will they^ »o kam 
a$ the present system continues. They will never be able to carry their ttytn-'' 
torious designs into effect agaiiist Prejudice, Law, and Custom, If this be not 
so, how happens it that you cannot see the Slaves, belonging to such esti- 
nMJ)le men, without marks (^ the whip upon their backs f The truth is, that so 
long as overseers, drivers, and others, are entrusted with the use of arbitmry power, 
and so long as Negro-evidence is invalid against the white oppressor, and to long 
as human nature continues to be wftat it is, no order from the A^aster for the 
better personal treatment of the Slave will or can be obeyed. It is against the- 
sysiem then, and not against the West Indians as a body, tliat I am warm^ 
should I be found so unintentionally, in the present work. 

Oi>e word or two now on another part of the subject. A great noise will 
be made, no doubt, when the question of Eipancipation comes to be agitattd* 
about the immense property at stake,l mean the property of the Planters ;--*«id 
others connected with them. This is all well. Their interests ought un- 
doubtedly to be attended to. < But I hope and trust, that, if property is to be 
attended to on one side of the question, it will be equally attended to on the 
other. This is but common justice. ^ If you put into one scale the gold and 
jewels of the Planters, you are bound to put into the other the liberty of 
800,000 of the African race ; for every man's liberty is his own property by the 
1|^ws of Natftre, Reason, Justice, and Religion ; and, if it be not so with our 
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West Indian Slaves, it is only because they have been, and continue to be, de- 
prived of it by force. And here let us consider for a moment which of these two . 
different sorts of property is of the greatest value. Let us suppose an English 
gentleman to be seized by ruffians on the banks of the Thames (and why 
not a gentleman when African princes have been so served?) and hurried away 
to a land (and Algiers is such a land, for instance), where white persons are 
held as Slaves. Now this gentleman has not been used to severe labour 
(neither has the African in his own country); and being therefore unable, 
though he does bis best, to please his master, he is roused to further exertioa 
bj/ the whip. Perhaps he takes this treatment indignantly. This only secures 
him a severer punishment, I say nothing of his being badly fed, or loSged, or 
dothed. If he should have a wife and daughters with him, how much more 
cruel would be his fate 1 to see the tender skijis of these lacerated by the 
whip ! to see them torn from him, with a J^nowledge, that they lure going to 
be compelled to submitto the lust of an overseer ! arid no redress/ " How long,** 
§ays he, "is this frightful system, which tears my body iu pieces and excruciates 
my soul, which kills me by mches,and which involves my family in unspeak- 
able misery and unmerited disgrace, to continue V'-^^For ever,' replies a voice 
suddenly; '^for ever, as relates tp your oum life, and the life of ^OMra|/c and 
daughters, axidih^X of all their posterity J* Now would not this gentleman 
^ive all that he had left behind him in England, and all that he had in the world 
besides, and all that he hud in prospect and expectancy, to get out of this wretched 
state, though he foresaw that on his return to hb own country he would be. 
obliged to beg his breail for the remainder of his life? I am sure he would. 
X am sure he would instantly prefer his liberty to his gold. There would not 
be tlte hesitatiorC of a moment as to the choice he would make. I hope, tlien, that 
if the argument of property should be urged on on^ side of the question, the 
qrgument of property {liberty) will not be overlooked on the other, but that they 
yrill be fairly weighed, the one against the other, and that an allowance will 
biK made as the scale shall preponderate on eithqr side. 
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J. KNOW of no object, which humanity and justice, as3vell as. 
public and private interest, are more intimately united to prolhote,' 
than that of the mitigation of the slavery of tiie Negroes in our, 
Colonies, with a view to their final emancipation. This object WasV 
taken into consideration when tlie Abolition of the slave trade Was 
first practically thought of, and by the very persons who first jpub-' 
licly embarked in that cause in England ; but it vvas ^t that timip 
postponed, not on the ground that Slavery was less cruel, or 
wicked, or impolitic, than the slave trade, but for other reasons. 
It was supposed, that> by efiecting the abohtion of the slave trade,' 
the axe would be laid to the root of the whole evil ;-*^for what was 
more reasonable than to suppose, Uiat, when masters could no 
longer obtain Slaves from Africa or elsewhere, they Would be com-' 
pelled, by a sort of inevitable necessity, ol* a f^ar of consequences,.- 
or by a sense of their own interest, to take better care of those 
whom they might then have in their possession'^ What was more 
reasonable, than to suppose that the different local legislatures,' 
moved by the same considerations, would immediately interfere^ 
without even the loss of a day, and ^o alter and amend the laws 
relative to the treatment of Slaves, as to enforce that as a public 
duty, which it would be thus the private interest (^individuals to 
perform ? Was it not also reasonable to suppose that a system of. 
better treatment, tlius begun by individuals, and- enforced bylaw,' 
would produce more willing as well as more able and r^aluable 
labourers than before; and that this effect, when once visible^; 
would again lead both masters and legislators, on the scdre of in- 
terest, to treat their slaves still more like men; nay, at length to 
give them even privileges;* and thus to elevate their condition by! 
degrees, till at length it would be no difiBcult task, and nb mighty' 
transition, to raise them to that mo^t advantageous situation to both ' 
parties, the rank of Tree Men f 
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These wer« the eflecU, which the simple measure of the 
abohtion of the slave trade was expected to produce by those who 
^rst espoused it, by Mr. Granville Sharp, and those who formed 
the London committee ; and by Mr. Pitt, Mr» Fox, Mr. Burke, 
Mr, Wilberforce, and others of illustrious name, who brought the 
subject befor^e Parliament. The question tlien is, how have these 
fond expectations been realized ? or how many and which of these 
desirable effects have been produced r I may answer, that in our 
own West Indies, since the abolition of the slave trade, there may 
have been a somexyhat better individual treatment of the slaves . 
than before ; that, independently of the conmion progress of hu- 
manity and liberal opinion, the circumstance of not being able to 
get new slaves as formerly, may have had its influence upon some 
of our planters ; that it may have made some of them think more ; 
that it may have put some of them more upon their guard ; and 
that there may be therefore, upon the whole, more instances of good 
treatment of slaves by individuals in our Islands (though far from 
being as numerous as th^y ohght to be) than at any former period^ 
But, alas! though the abolition of the slave trade may have pro- 
duced a soipewhat better iindividual treatment of the slaves, s^nd 
this also to a somewhat greater extent than formerly, tiot one of 
the other effects, so anxiously looked for, has been realized. The 
condition of the slaves has not yet been materially improved by 
£xflp. It is a remarkable, and indeed almost an' incredible fact, that 
^orts have not been made by the legifilative bodies in our Islands 
with the real intention of tqeeting the n^vy and extraordinary event 
of the abolition of the^ slave trade. While indeed this measure was 
linder discussion by the British Parliament, an attempt was made 
in several of our Islands to alter the old laws, with a view, as it was 
alleged, of providing better for the wants> and of more fully securing 
' the personal protection, of the slaves ; but- it was hfterwards dis- 
cJovered, that the promoters of this alteration never meant to. carry it 
ihto effect, but intended, by making a show of these laws, to deceive 
the people of England, and thus to prevent them from following up 
the great question of the abolition* Mr. Clappeson, one of the evi- 
dences examined by the House of Commons, was in Jamaica when 
the Assen^bl^. passed their famous consolidated laws; and he. told • 
the House, that " he had often heard from people there, that it was 
passed because of the stir in England about. the slave trade;" and 
He added, " that slaves continued to be as ill treated there siwce tJie 
passing of that act as before.^ Mr. Cook, another of the evidences 
examined, was long resident in the same island ; and, '^ though he 
lived there also since fhepassmg of the Act, he knew qfuo legal pror 
tecHon which slaves had against lojuiiea from their masters!" Mx. 
Ddlrymple was examined to the sanoe point for Grenada* He was 
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tii^e \ti 178S> wlieti tlie Act ior that island was pi^ssed atsoyci^ed 
" An Act for the better Prot^ctioti aad promoting the lr\creks6'^M' 
population of Slaves/' He told the House, that, " while be residied' 
there> the proposal iatlie Biittsb FarliarrTentfor the abolition of 
the ^lave trade was a matter of general discussion, and that he. be^ 
Ueved, that this was the principal reason for passing it. He Was-of 
opinion, however, that this Act would prove ineffectual, because^ 
as Negro evidence waff not to be admitted, those, who chose tb 
abuse their slaves, might still do it ^ath impunity; and people, 
who lived on terms of intimacy, would dislike the idea of becoming 
spie» and informers aga'mst each other." We have the same ac- 
count of the ameliorating Act of Dominica. "This Act," says G<y- 
vernor Prevost, " appears to have been considered from the day it 
was passed until this hour (viz. from 1797 td 1804) sls a politicsti 
measure to avert the inter fereiKe of the mother country in -the 
management of the slaves.' We are informed also on the sifttnei 
authority^ that the clauses of this Act, which had given a proittiftb 
of better days, " had been wholly neglected** In short, the Acts 
passed in our diff'^rent Islands for the alleged purpose of bettering 
the condition of the slaves have been shamefully neglected ; and 
they are as much a nullity as if they had never existed. 

And as our planters have done nothing yet effectively hy law for 
ameliorating the Condition of their slaves, so they have done no- 
thing, or -worse than nothing, with a vi^w to their emancipation^ 
Indeed it is plain they never thought of taking a single step with 
that view ; for emancipation implies a preparation o( the persons 
who are to be the subjects of so great a change. It implies a 
prisvious alteration of treatment for the better, and a previous 
alteration of customs and even of circumstances, no one of which 
can however be really and truly effected without a previous change 
of the laws. In fact, a progressively better treatment 6y liiw must 
have beeu settled as a preparatory ancj absolutely necessary worl^ 
had emancipation been intended. But as we have never heard Sf 
the introduction of any new laws, with a view of producing thfiar 
eflfect, in any of our colonies, we have an evidence, allndst as ctefetr 
as tl)e sun at noon-day, that our planters have eiltiertained HO^ 
notion of altering the condition of their Negroes, thoju^li fifteeir 
years have elapsed since the abolition of thci slave trad*e. 

But if the aboHtion of the slave trade has not produced the 
effects which the abohtionists anticipated, it would appear to b^ 
their dutyr^o resume their labours: for eVen if there should 'bo 
upon: the whole a somewhat better treatment of the slavfeSs^bif 
tlieir masters individually, yet it is true, Aat not only many of the 
former continueto be tlUtrented bjr tlie-^latter,'but tnat all may be 
$6 ill-treated, if the latter be so disposed^ They may be ill-fed, 
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bard'trorked, iO-used, and wantonlj and barbarooslj punished. 

TWjr maj be tortufed, naj evco delibermtelf and inteotioiiaUj 

tfRifdercdy witboat tfaa meaos of rednesB, and wiib ibe impumtj 

4lf ibecrintnalysokwgas theefidenc^of a Negro is not acfautted 

a|;nmt a wbite man* If a winte master ooSj take care, tbat no 

oOier white man sees him cooraiit such an atrocity, be is safe from 

die cognizance of the law. He maj coomnt it in the sight of a 

tfaousaiid Mack spectators, and no barm will happen to him. In 

£icty from this system respecting dieir evidence, the slaves in our 

Uaods have no more real protection or redreufrom hoc, than when 

tie jibolitionists first took up the question of the slave trade. It 

is evident therefore, that the latter have still one^lf of their work 

to perfiorm, and that it is their duty to perform it. If they were 

e?er influenced by any good motives, whether of humanity, justice, 

or rdigion, to undertsike the cause of the N^roes, they must even 

now be influenced by the same motives to continue it. If any of 

those disorders still exist, which it was their intention to cure, 

they cannot (if these are curable) retire from their task and say — 

There is now no further need of our interference. 

The first step then to be taken by the Abolitionists is to attempt 
to introduce an entire new code of laws into our colonies. The 
treatment of the Negroes diere inust no longer be left to depend 
upon the presumed effects of the abolition of the slave trade. In- 
deed there were persons well acquainted with Colonial concerns^ 
who called the abolition but a half-measure at the time^wben it 
was first publicly talked of. They were sure, that it would never 
of itself answer the end proposed. Mr. Steele also confessed in 
ms letter to Dr. Dickson* (of both of whom more by and by), that 
*^ the abolition of the slave trade would be useless, unless at the 
same time the infamous /airs,. which he had pointed out, were re-- 
pealed.** Neitner must the treatment of the Negroes be made to 
depend upon what may be called contingent humanity. • We now 
^%ave in this country neither the horse, nor the ass, nor oxen, nor 
sheep, to the contingent humanity even of British bosoms ; — and shall 
we leave those, whom we have proved to be men, to the contingent 
humanity of persons whose eyes are familiarized with cruel sights, 
and who have witne^i^ed the constant exposure of tliese poor crea- 
tures to oppression without the possibility of redress ? No. The 
treatment of the Negroes must be made to depend upon law; and 
unless tliis be done, we shall look in vain for any real amelioration 
of their condition. In the first place, all those old lawsy which are 
repugnant to humanity and justice, must betfone away. There must 
alto be new laws, positive, certain, easy of executiop, binding upon 

^ Set Dickioii?i Miti|atieii .of Slavery, p. 17. . 
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all, by means of whicli the Negroes in our islands shall have speedy 
and substantial redress in real cases of ill-usage, whether by staiv 
vation, over-work, or acts of personal violence, or otherwise^ 
There must be neyv laws again more akin to the principle of reward 
than of punishment, of privilege than of privation, and which shall 
have a tendency to raise or elevate their cgndition, so as to fit them 
bv degrees to sustain the rank of free men. 

But if a new code of laws be indispensably necessary in our 
colonies in order to secure a better treatment to the slaves, to 
whom must we loot for it f 1 answer, that we must not look for 
it to the West Indian Legislatures. For, in the first place, judging 
of what they are likely to do from what they have already dune, or 
raUier from what they have 7iot done, we can have no reasonable 
expectation from that quarter. One hundred and fifty years baviq 
passed, during which long interval their laws have been without 
any material improvement. . In the second place, the individuals 
composing these Legislatures, having been used to the exercise of 
unlimited power, \yould be unwilling to part with that portion 
of it, which would be necessary to secure the object in view. In 
the third place, their prejudices against their slaves are too great 
to allow tbem to beconie either impartial or willing actors in the 
case. The West Indian master looks do\vn upon his slave 
with disdain. He has besides a certain antipathy against him. 
He hates the sight of his features, and of his. colour; nay, he 
marks with distinctive opprobrium the very blood in his veins, 
attaching difierent names and more or less infamy to. those who 
have it in them, according to die quantity which they have of it in 
consequenccyof their pedigree, or of their greater or less degree of 
consanguinity with the Whites. Hence the West Indian feels an un- 
wilUngness to elevate the condition of tlie Negro, Or to do any diing 
for him as a human being. I have no doubt, that this prejiulice 
has been one of the great causes why tlie improvenient; of our. slave 
population by law nas been so long retarded, apd that the same 
prejudice will continue to have a similar o{>eration, . so long as it 
shall continue to exist. Not that there are wanting n;)en of bu^ 
manity among our West Indian legislators. Their humanity la 
discernible enough when it is to be applied to the Whites; bil^ 
such is the system of slavery, and the degradation attached to this 
system, that their humanity seems to be lost or gone, when it is to. 
be applied to the Blacks. Not, again, that ther^ are ^vantipg mea 
of sense among the same body. They are shrewd and clever 
enough in the aSairs of life, where they maintain an intercoujise 
with the Whites; but in their intercourse with the £/acibi their sens^ 
appears to be shrivelled and not of its ordinary size. Look at the 
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laws of their own makings as fas as the-Ncgfocs aro concerned^ and 
tti^ are a collection of any thing but-*wisclort)* ^ 

.In appears then, that if a new code of laws i9'indi«pensaWy ne-* 
cewary in our Colonies in order to secure a better treatment of thcT 
slaves there, we are not to look to the' West Indian Legislatures for 
it« To whom then are we to turn our eyes for help on this occa- 
aion? 1 answer, To the British, Parhameht, to that Parlia- 
ment, which has already heard and redressed in part the wrongs 
of Africa* 

But here no doubt a considerable opposition would arise on the 
part of the West Indian planters. They would consider any such 
interference by the Britisli Parliament as an invasion of their rights, 
and they would cry out accordingly. We -remember that they set 
up a clamour when the abolition of the slave trade was first pro^ 
pQfiod. But what did Mr. Pitt say to them in the House of Com- 
mons? " I will now," said he, "consider the proposition, that on 
account of some patrimonial rights of the West Indians, the prohibi. 
tion of the slave trade would be an invasion of their legal inheritance. 
This proposition implied, that Parliament had no right to stop the 
importations : but had this detestable traffic received such a sane 
tion, as placed it more dut of the jurisdiction of the Legislature for 
ever after, than any other branch of our trade? But if the laws 
respecting the slave trade implied a contract for its perpetual conti- 
nuance, the House could never regulate any other of the branches 
of our national commerce. Butcr/iv contract for the promotion of 
this trade must, in his opinion, have been voidjrom the beginning', for 
if it was an outrage nponjusticey and only another name for fraud, 
robbery, and murder^ what pledge could devolve upon the Legisla- 
ture to incur the obligation of becoming principals in the commis- 
sion of such enormities by sanctioning their continuance ? " 

They set up a similar clamour, when the Registry Bill was dis- 
cussed in Parliament, contending that it was an interference with 
their rights *. but vve must not forget the reply which Mr. Canning 
made to them on that occasion. "He had known, (he said,) 
and there might again occur, instances of obstinacy in the colonial 
assemblies, which left the British Parliament no choice but direct 
iriterferencCi Such conduct might now call for such an exertion 
on the part of Parliament ; but all that he pleaded for was, that 
time should be granted^ that it might be known if the colonial 
assemblies Would take upon them to do what that House was 
pleased to declare should be done. The present address could 
not be misunderstood. It told the colonial assemblies, You are 
safe for the present from the interference of the British Parlia- 
ment, in the belief, and on the promise made fpr you, that left 
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The second and last step to be taken by the j. 
be, to collect all possible hght on the subject of emancipation willji 
a view of cairying that measure into effect in its due time. Thei 
ought never to forget, that emancipatio7iw^s included in the crri- 
ginal idea of' the abolition of the slate trade* Slavery v^ as then tis 
much an evil in their eyes ?ts the trade itself; and so long as thi 
former continues in its present state, the extinclion of it ought to 
be equally an object of their care. All the slaves in our colonie^,. 
whether men, women; or children, whether Africans or Cf'^les', 
have been unjustly deprived of their rights. There is not a mas.fer; 
who has the least claim to their services in point of equity.' There 
* is, theJiefore, a great debt due to them, and for this no.paiyniehj, 
no amends^ no equivalent can be found, but a restoration to the^ 
liberty. 

That all have been unjustly deprived of their rights, may be easily 
shovni by examining the different grounds on which they are aV- 
leged to be held in bondage. With respect to those in our icblo* 



♦ See Dickson's Mitigation of Slavery, p. 339. 
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i^esy who are Africans^ I never heard of any title tottiem but by 
the right-of purchase. But it will be asked, where did tlie pur- 
chasers ^et them? It will be answeredi that they got them from 
the sellers. And where did the sellers, that is, the original sellers, 
get them ? They got them hy fraud or violence. So says the evi- 
dence before the House of Commons ; and so, in fact, said both 
Rouses of Parliament, when they abolished the trade : and this is 
the plea set up for retaining them in « cruel bondage ! ! ! 

With respect to the rest of the slaves, that is, the Creoles, or 

those bom in the colonies, tlie services, the perpetual services, of 

these are claimed on the plea of the law of birth. They were born 

plaves, and this circumstance is said to give to their masters a suf^ 

ficient right to their persons. But this doctrine sprung from the 

old Roman law, which taught that all slaves were to be considered 

. as cattle. " Partus sequltUr .ventrem," says this law, or the " con* 

ilition or Ipt of tlie mother determines the condition or lot of the 

offspring." It IS the same law, which we ourselves now apply to 

cattle while they are in our possession. Thus tiie calf belongs 

py the man who owns the cow, and tlie foal to theman who owns 

ji^ jmare, and not to the ownerofthebuU or horse, which were the 

male-p arents^ f^gact^- ft" TS tRW'Bpon this, the old Ronii^n law, 

^i^jm^MflTl^onany English law, that the planters found their r\^t 

to the services of such as are born in slaveryt In conformity with 

^ia law they denied, for one hundr^ and fifty years, both the 

' mioral and intellectual nature of the slave. They considered him 

themselves, and they wished him to be considered by others, in 

these respec1;s, as upon a level only tdth the beasts qf the field. 

^appily, hpw^ver, th^ir eiForts have been in vain. The evidence 

tidcen before the House of Commons in the years 1789^ 1790, 

woA 1791 1 has confirmed the falsehood of their doctrines. It has 

'ed theit the social ailections and the intellectual powers both of 

u^ and Creoles are the same as those of other human beings. 

i then becomes of the Roman jaw ? l^ov as it takes no other 

pf slaves than as cattle, hQw is it applicable to those who 

A>v<ed apd admitted to he men ? 

:)is is the grand plea, upon vvhich our West Indian planters 

7 fpunded their right to the perpetual services of their Creole 

9^. Tl^ey consider them as ^be young or ofispr^ng of cattle. 

'as the slaves in question have been proved, and are now ao 

^ledgedi to be the ofispringr of inen and women^ of social, in- 

flf^tual, and {^pouptable beings, their right naust fall to the 

V^pd, Nor do i know upon what other principle or right they 

^*i support it. They can have surely no right of property by 

* f^niure in the infant, who is born of a woman slave. They can; 

: Hioreover, have no such right, either on the score of reason or of 

Justice. 
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justice. Debt ami cFitne liave bedn generally admitted to b^ 
two fair gt-ounds, on which men may be justly deprived" bf 
their liberty for a time, and evea made to labour, inasmuch as 
they include reparation of injury, and the duty of the magistrate 
to make examples* But what injury bad the infant done^ wheti 
it came into the world, to the master of its mother, that, reparation 
should be sought foi*, or punishment inflicted^ and that this re- 
paration and this punishment should be made to consist of a 
course of action and sufiering, against which, more than agaiqst any 
other, human nature revolts ? Is it reiasonable, is it just, that 
a poor infant who has done no injury to any one, should be sub- 
jected, he and his posterity for ever, to the arbitrary will and fy- 
ranny of another, and in fact to the condition of a brute, because, 
without myjault or uill of his own, he. was bom of a person who 
had been previously in the condition of a slave i 
^ And as the right to slaves, because they were born slaves, can^ 
not be defended either upon the principles of reason or of justice, 
so this right absolutely falls to pieces, wheh we come to try it by 
the touchstone of the Christian religion. Every man who is bom 
into the world, whetlier he be white or whether he be black, is 
bom, according to that religion, an accountable creature. This is 
the Scriptural law of his nature as a human being. He is bom 
under this law, and he continues under it during his life. Now 
the West Indian slavery is of such an arbitrary nature, that it maj_ 
be termed proper or absolute. The dominion attached to it is a 
pure despotism; a despotism, which keeps up its authority by terror 
only. The subjects of it must do, and that instantaneously, what^ 
ever their master orders them to do, whether it be ri^ht cfr wrongl 
His will, and his vvill alon^, is their law. If the wife of a slave 
were ordered by' a master to submit herself to his lusts, or if her 
husband were ordered to steal for him, neither the one nor the othec 
woi^ld dare to disobey bis commands. ^' The whip, the shackles, 
the dungeon," says Mr. Steele before mentioned, ^' are at all times 
in his power, whether it be to gratify \i\hlust, or display his autho- 
rity*." A power in the master to make his slaves do what he 
orders them to do, even if it be wrong, must be admitted to be<)i- 
reedy opposed to the Scriptures, whose authority we venerate; 
unless we will contend that his slaves, though bom moral agents 
and accountable creatures, as soon as th^ became slaves were 
deprived of their condition of moral agency and lost their responri- 
bility as men. But as it is the revealed will of God, that all men, 
witbout exception, must be accountable to God for their actions; 
•^— I contend that there can be, according to the Gospel-dispensi^ 

"n i l. ' ul r ' ■ ' " ■» 

' Mitigation of Slavery, p. 50. 
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ioD, no Much Uate at fVe$i Indian daverjf. Lt;t u$ M|^po9t for a 
momeuti tbiat slaves might be found enUghtecied bj some pious 
M issiooary, who should refuse to execute their ;iuasier'< orders oo 
the pnncipte that they were contrary to the will of Godveven this 
would not alter oiTr view of the case. For «uch a re^ksa/ mighty 
and probably would, be regarded as so immediately oestructive to 
all authority and diK^ipline, that it .would be followed by im/iief 
diate^aitd dgnal punishment. Here then we should :bave a West 
Indian master leversing all the laws of right and wroagy^and all 
the morality of the Gospel^ by the practice of punishing' men for 
their virtues. This case afibrds another argumeet, why a man 
pannot justly be born or continue a slave in the West Indian 
sense of the term. , In fact, the whole system of our planters ap^ 
pears to be so directly in opposition to the whole system and 
spirit of our religion, (a religion requiring us to love our neighbour 
as ourselves, and to do unto others as we would they should do 
unto us,) that I have no conception, how consistently with it a 
man can be bom a slave, such as thie West Indian is ; nor how be 
pan be, justly, or properly, a West Indian slave at all.^ There 
appears to me something even impious in the thought ; and I am 
convinced, that many years will not pass, before the West Indian 
slavery will fall, and that future ages will contemplate with asto« 
nidiment the fact that preceding ages should have tolerated it. 

It hs^s now appeared, if I have reasoned cbnclusivdy, that the 
West Indians have "no title to their, slaves on the ground of pur* 
chase^ nor on the plea of the law of birth, nor on that of any na- 
tural right, nor on that of reason or justice^ and that Christianity 
absolutely annihilates it. It remains only to show, that they have 
'no title to them on the ground of original grants or permissions of 
Governments, or of Actsqf Parlian^nt, or of Charters, or of £»-> 
glishlaw* 

With respect to original grants or permissions of Governments^ 
the case is very clear. History infoinis us, that neither the Afiican 
dave trade nor tfa» West Inc)ian slavery would have been allowed^ 
bad it not been for the misrepresentattotis andfolsehoods of those, 
who were first concerned in them. The Governments of those times 
. vvere maoe to believe, first, that the poor Africans embarked volun^ 
tarilycm board the ships which took tbem from their native land ^ 
and secondly, that they were conveyed to the Golobies prioctpally 
for their own benefit, or out of Christian foettng for tktnfy that tbey 
might afterwards be converted to Christianity. TSake d^H^ instance 
of the first assertion, the way in which Queen Elizabeth was de* 
ceived, in whose reign the execrable slave trade began in England* 
T-liis^reat princess seems on tbe very commeneoment of tlie trade 
to have questioned its lawfuUiess. ^Sbe seems' td have entertained 

a rcli- 
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a religious ecruple concerning it, and indeed to have revolted at 
th^ very thoughts of it. She seems tp have been aware of the evils 
to which its continuance might lead, or that, if it were sanctioned, 
the most unjustifiable means might be made, use of to procure the 
persons of the natives of Africa. And in what light she would 
have viewed any acts of this kind, had they taken place to her 
knowledge, ^ve may conjecture from this fact — tliatwlien Captain 
(afterwards Sir John) Hawkins returned from his first voyage to 
Afi-ica and Hispaniola, whither he had carried slaves, she s^nt for 
him, and, as we learn from Hill^s Naval History, expressed hejr 
concern lest any of the Africans should be carried off without their 
free consent, declaring, " that it would be detestable and call down 
the vengeance (if Heaven upon the undertakers." Capt. Hawkins 
promised tocqmply with the injunctions of Elizabeth in this respect. 
But he did not keep his word ; for when he went to Africa again, 
he seized msiny of the inhabitants and carried them off ?is slaves. 
** Here (says Hill) began the horrid practice of forcing the Africans 
into slavery ; an injustice and barbarity, which, so sure as there is 
vengeance in Heaven for tiie worst of crimes, will some time be 
the destruction of all who encourage it." Take aa an instance of 
the second what Labat, a Roman missionary, records in his ac^ 
count of the Isles of America. He says, that Louis the Thirteenth 
was very uneasy, when he was about to issue the eidict by which all 
Africans brought into his colonies were to be made slaves; and that 
this uneasiness continued, till he was assured that the introduction 
of them in this capacity into his foreign dominions vvas the readiest 
way of converting them to the principles of the Christian religion. 
It was with the understanding, tiien, that the Africans left their 
own country voluntarily, and that they were to receive the blessings 
of Christianity^ that the first transportations were allowed, and that 
the first English grarits and Acts of Parliament, and that the first 
foreign edicts, sanctioned them. We have therefore the fact welj 
authenticated, as it relates to original Government grants andper-r 
missions, that the title of the owners of many of the Creole slave«^ 
ih our colonies had its origin in fraud and falsehood. 

Neither have the masters of slaves in our colonies any title to 
their slaves on account of any charters, which they may be able to 

fToduce, though their charters are the only source of their power, 
t is through these alone that they have hitherto legislated, and 
that tliey continue to legislate. And yet, though they have their 
charters, and though the; slavery, which now exists, has been 
formed and kept together entirely by the laws which such charters 
have given them the power to make, this very slavery is illegal.^ 
There is not an individual, who holds any of the slaves by ^ legal 
titte : for it is expressed in all these charttirs, that " the laws and 
• ^ hlatulc?" 
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statptes^ to be made under them, are not to kc repugnafU, hxxt, 9ls 
near as may be, agreeable, to the laws and statutes of this our king^ 
dom of Great Britain.*^ Butis it consistent with the laws of England, 
that any one man should have the power of forcing another to work 
for him without wages ? Is it consistent with the laws pf England, 
that any one man should Tiave the power of flogging, beating, bruis* 
ing, or wounding another at his discretion f Is it consistent with 
the laws of England, that a man should be judged by any but his 
peers ? Is it consistent with the same laws, that a' man should be 
deprived of the power of giving evidence against any one who has 
injured him ? or that there should be a privileged class, against 
whom no testimony can be admitted on certain occasion^, though 
they should be the perpetrators of the most horrid crimes f But 
when we taljc of consistency on this occasion, let us not forget that 
6ld law of Barbadoes, (made while the charter of that island was 
fresh in every body's memory, and therefore in tlie very teeth of 
the charter itself,) which runs thus : '' If any slave, under punish- 
ment by his master^ or by his order, shall sufier in life or member, 
no person shall be liable to any fine for the same : buj: if any person 
shall wantonly or cruelly kill his own slave, he shall pay the treasury 
15/." And here let us remark, that, when Lord Seaforth, governor 
of Barbadoes, proposed, so lately as in 1802, the. repeal of tliis 
sanguinary law, the Legislature of that island rejected the proposi- 
tion with indignation. Nay, the very proposal to repeal it so 
stirred up tX the time the bad passions of many, that several brutal 
murders of slaves were committed in consequence; and it was 
not till two or three years afterwards that the governor had in- 
fluence enough to get the law repealed, and even then it was but 
very imperfectly done. Let the West Indians then talk no more of 
their charters ; for in consequence of having legislated upon prin- 
ciples, which are at variance with those upon which the laws of 
England are founded, they have forfeited them all. The mother 
country has therefore a right to withdraw these charters whenever 
she pleases, and to substitute such others as she may think proper. 
And here let it be observed also, that the right of the West Indians 
to niake any laws at all for their own islands being founded upoa 
their charters, and upon these alone, aqd the laws relating ta the 
slaves being contrary to what such charters^ prescribe, the slavery 
itself, that is, the daily living practice vvithfespect to slaves under 
such laws, is illegal and may be done away* But if so, all our West 
Indian slaves are, without es^ception, unfaw(ully held in bondage. 
There is no master, who has a legal titlie to any of them. This as- 
sertion may appear strange and ei^ctravagant to many; but it does 
not follow on that account that it is the less true. It is an asser- 
tion, which has been made by a West Indian proprietor himself. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Steele^ybefbrequbtedj^furnishesijs with what passed atthemeetr 
ingof the Society of Arts in Barbadoes at their committee-room in 
August 1785> when the following question was in the order of the 
day : ** Is there any law written, or printed, by which a proprietor 
can prove his title -to his slave under or conformable to the laws, of 
Edglandr" And " Why, (immediately said one of the members,)" 
why confonnable to the laws of England ? Will not the courts iri 
England admit such proof as is authorized by our slave laws ^*'— 
" 1 apprehend not, (answered a second,) unless we can show that 
our stave laws (accordiiig to the limitations of the charter) are ^idif • 
repugnant to the la\vs of England." — The ^ame gentleman resumed : 
" Does the original purchaser of an African slave in this island ob- 
tain any legal title from the merchant or importer of slaves — and of 
what nature ? Does it set forth any title of propriety, agreeable to 
the laws of England (or even to the laWs of nations) to be in the ini- 
porter more than what depends upon his simple averment ? And 
have not free Negroes been at sundry times trepanned by such 
dealers, and been brought contrary to the laws of nations, and sold 
here as slaves ?"— " There is no doubt, (observed a third,) but such 
villainous action? have been done. by worthless people : however, 
though an honest and unsuspicious man may be deceived in buying 
a stolen horse, it does not follow that he may not have a fair and just 
title to a horse or any thing else bought in an open and legal marked; 
but according to the obligation of being not repugnant to the laws 
of England, I do not see how we can have any title to our slaves 
likely to be supported by the laws of England.^' In fact, the Colo-' 
nial system is an excrescence upon the English Constitution, and is 
constantly at variance with it. 'Fhere is not one English law, which 
gives a man a right to deprive of liberty any of his fellow crea-' 
tures. Of course there cannot be, according to charters, any Co- 
lonial law to this effect, if there be, it \s tiull andvoid. Nay, the 
very man, who is held in bondage by the Colonial law, becomes free 
by English law the moment he reaches the English shore. But 
we have said enough for our present purpose. We have shown 
that the slaves in our Colonies, whether they be Africans, or whe-' 
ther they be Creoles, have been unjustly deprived of their rights. 
There is of course a great debt due to them. They have a claim 
to a restoration to liberty ; and as this restoration was included by 
the Abolitionists in their original idea of the aboUuon of the slave- 
trade, so it is their duty to endeavour to obtain it thejirst moment 
it is practicable, I shall conclude my observations on this part of 
the suWect, in the words of that old champion of African liberty,' 
Mr. W. Smith, the present Member for Norwich, when addressing 

■■*■■-■■■ > " ■ ... ' ■ Ml.. .... ■ » ■ . . ■ . . < ■ ■ ■ ' i 
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the ^ House of Commons on the 25th July, 18^, respeptk^ 
slavery. He admitted^ alluding to the slaves iu our colonie?^ 
that '' immediate emancipation might be an injury, and not a. 
blessing/ to the slaves themselves. A period oi preparation, which 
unhappily included delay> seemed to be necessary. The aground of 
this delay, however, was not the iptermiediate advantage to be de-* 
rived from their laboiir> but a conviction of its expediency as it're^ 
lated*to themselves. We had to compensate to these wretcbed beii^» 
jfbr ages of' injustice. We were bound by the strongest obligations. 
^ to train up these subjects of our past injustice and tyranny ybr, an^ 
equal participation with ourselves in t/ie blessings oflipertif apd 
the protection of the law; and by these considerations ought our 
measures to be strictly and conscientioudy regulated. It was only 
in consequence of the necessity of time to be .consumed in such a 
preparation, that we could be justified in the retention of the Ne- 
groes in slaveryybi' a dngle hour ; and he trusted that the eyes of 
all men, both here and in the colonies, would ife open to this view 
of the subject as their clear and indispensable duty." 

Having led the reader to the first neqessajry step to be taken ia 
favour of our slaves in the British Colonies, — namely, the procurii^ 
for them, a new and better code of laws; and having since led him. 
to the last or final oqe, — namely, the procuring for tliem the rights 
of which they have been unjustly deprived : I shall now confine 
myself entirely to this latter branch of the subject, being assured^ 
that it has a claim to all the attention tliat can be bestowed upon 
it; and I trust tHat t shall be able to show, by appealing tohisto- 
rical facts, that however awful and tremendous the work of eman- 
cipation may seem, it is yet practicable ; that it is practicable also 
without danger ; and moreover, that it is practicable with the pro- 
bability of advantage to all the parties concerned. . ' 

In appealing however to facts for this purpose, ^e must expect 
no light from antiquity to guide us on our way ; for history gives 
us no account of persons in those times similarly situated with the 
slaves in the British colonies at the preseht day. There were no 
particular nations in those times, like the Africans, expressly set 
apart for slavery by the rest of the world, so as to have a stigma 
put upon them on that account, nor did a diflference of the colour 
of the skin constitute always, as it now does, a most marked distinc- 
tion between the master and the slave, so as to increase this stigma 
^nd to perpetuate antipathies bet\yeen them. Nor did the slaves 
of antiquity, except perhaps once in Sparta, form the whole labour- 
ing population of the land; nor did they work incessantly,, like the 
Africans, under the whip ; nor were they generally so far behind their 
masters in cultivated intellect. Neither does ancient history give 
us in the cases of manumission, which it records, any parallel, from 

which 



J5 

which wo might argu^ in the case before us. The ancientmathw 
missions were those of ifidividuais only^ generally of but one at « 
time^ arid only now and then ; whereas the emancipation, which 
we contemplate in the colonies, will* comprehend whole bodies of 
men, Mjf-mhote populadonSfatk given time, Wie must go thercr 
fore in quest of examples to modem times, or rather i;o the Instoiy 
of colonial slavery itself. 

In examining a period comprehending the last forty years, I 
find no less than six or seven instancy of the emancipation of Afri- 
can slaves in bodies. The first of these cases occurred at the dose 
of the first American war. A number of slaves had* run away 
from their North American masters and joined the British army. 
When peace came, the British Government did not know what to 
do with them. Their services were no longer wanted. To leave 
them behind to fall again into the power of their masters would ^ 
have been great cruelty as well as injustice; and as to taking them' 
to England, what could have been done with them there? It was 
at length determined to give them their liberty, and to disband 
them in Nova Scotia, and to settle them there upon grants of land 
as British subjects and as free men. The Nova Scotians on learn- 
ing tlieir destination were alarmed. They could not bear the 
tiiought of having such a inimber of black persons among them, 
and particularly as they understood the use of arms. The Go- 
vernment, however, persevering in its original intention, they were 
conveyed to Halifax, and distributed from thence into the country. 
Their number, comprehending men, women, and children, were 
two thousand and upwards. To gain tlieir hvelihood, some of 
them worked upon little portions of land of their own; others 
worked as carpenters ; others became fishermen ; and others 
worked for hire in other ways. In process of time, having em- 
braced Christianity, they raised places of worship of their own, 
and had ministers of their own fron^i their own body. They led a 
Itarmless life, and gained the character of an industrious and honest 
people from tlieir white neighbours. A few years afterwards the 
land in Nova Scotia being found too poor to answer, and the cli- 
^iiate too cold for their constitutions, a number of them, to the 
amount of between thirteen and fourteen hundred, volunteered to 
form a new colony, which was. then first thought of, at Sierra 
Leone. Accordingly, having been conveyed there, they realized 
the object in view ; and they are to be found there, they or their 
descendants, most of them in independent and some of them in 
afHuent circumstances, at tlie present day. 
. A second case may be taken from what occurred at the close of 
the second, or last American war. It may be remembered that k 
large British squadron, having on board a powerful land force, 

made 



16 

vdtdt a descent, in the year 1814, on difier^nt parU Qf Uieooasti.oC 
^e s<HAthern United States. During these expeditions, some: 
hundredsx^f American slaves joined tlie British standard by invi* 
tation. When die campaign was over, tlie same diiBculty.oc* 
curred about disposing of these as in the former case.. It was. 
determined at length to fix them in Trinidad as free labourers. 
But, at Trinidad, a new objection i was started against. receiving 
them. The planters of that Uland were sure that no free Negroes 
would ever work for hire, and thevefore that the refugees in question 
would, if made free and settled amoqg diem, support themselves 
iy plunder. Sir Ralph Woodford, however, the governor of the 
island, resisted these prejudices. He r<SGeived them into the 
island, and settled them where he supposed the'«xperiment would 
be most safely made. The result has shown his.discecnment. 
These very men, formerly slaves in the Sguthem States bf America, 
and afterwards emancipated in a body at Trinidat^, are now earn- 
ing their own livelihood^ and with soniUch industry and good Con- 
duct, that the calumnies originally spread against them have entire^: 
died away. 

A third case comprehends those Negroes^ who lately formed, 
the West Indian black regiments. Some of these had been ori- 
ginally purchased, not as slaves but recruits, and others .were 
prawn from among the sla^'es liberated from the holds of contra-: 
band slave ships. They had all served as soldiers in the West 
Indies. At length certain of these troops were reipoved to Sierra 
Leone and disbanded there, and others were, disbanded in the 
West Indies, the whole of them receiving their discharge as free 
men. This happened in the spring of 1819* Many hundreds o( 
them were set at liberty at once upon this occasion at Sierra 
Leone, w»here they founded Waterloo, Hastings, and other vil- 
lages, being settled upon lands given them by the Government. 
Many brought with them their wives from the W^st Indies, and 
others selected wives from the natives on. the spot. Itappear^ 
from accounts received from Sir Charles McCarthy, the governor 
of Sieixa Leooe, that they have conducted themselves to his satis- 
faction, and that they will prove a valuable addition to tliat colony. 
Those disbanded in the West Indies have conducted themselves 
with similar propriety. 

A fourth case comprehends what are called the capture4 Negroes 
in the colony of Sierra Leone. These are totally distinct from 
any which have been mentioned. They were taken out of slave-> 
ships captured at difierent times from the commencement of the. 
abolition of the slave trade to the present moment, and on being 
landed were made free. After having recruited theiri health, they 
were taught to form vill^es. and to cultivate land for themselves*. 

They 



Th^y were made free as they were landed from the vessels^ in' 
bodies o^fromjifty to three or four hundred at a time. They 
occupy at present twelve towns, in which there are both churches 
and schools. Regents Town having been one of the first esta- 
blished, containing about thirteen hundred souls, standd fore-- 
most in improvement, and has beccJme a pattern for industry and 
good example. The people there have now fallen into the habits 
of civilized society. They are decently and respectably dressed. 
They attend divine worship regularly. They exhibit an orderly 
and moral conduct. In their town little shops begin to make 
their appearance ; and their lands show the marks of industriousf 
<:ultivation. Many of them, after having supplied their wants tot 
the year, employ a surplus produce in the purchase of super- 
fluities orcomforts. The whole number of these persons is about 
14,000. 

Here then are four cases of slaves, either Africans or descendants 
of Africans, emancipated in considerable bodies at a time. I have 
kept them by themselves, because they differ from those which 
follow; and I shall now reason upon them. Let me premise, 
however, that I shall consider the nrst three of the cases as one, 
so that the same reasoning will do for all. They are alike indeed 
in their main features ; and we must consider this as sufficient ; 
for to attend minutely to every shade of difference*, which maj 
occur in every case, seems unnecessary. 

It will be said then, that the first three cases are not strictlj/ 
analogous to ^that of the West Indian slaves. It will be con^ 
tended, that the slaves in our West Indian colonies having been 
constantly in an abject and degraded state, their faculties are be- 
numbed; they have contracted all the vices of slavery.; and their 
bosoms bum with revenge against the whites. How then can 
persons in such a state be fit, to receive their freedom ? The slaves, 
on the other hand, who are comprehended in the above three 
cases, found in the British army a school as it were, which fitted 
them by degrees for making a good use of their liberty. While they 
were there, they were never out of the reach of discipline, and yet 
were left in some measure to act as free men. They obtained in 
itii^ pr&oaratory school some knowledge of the customs of civilized 
life. They were in the habit also of mixing familiarly with the 
white soldiers. Hence, it will be said, they were in a state much 
more favourable for undergoing a change in their condition than 



* A part of the black regiments were procured in Africa as recruits, were 
tiet tfaospprted in slave-ships, and were never under West Indian masters : 
but it was only a small part compared with the whole number in (he three 
cases. 
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the West Indian slaves. I admit all this. But I never itated, 
tliatour West Indian slaves were to be emancipated suddenly, but 
by degrees. I always took it for granted, that they were to have 
their preparatory school also. Nor must it be forgotten, as a com- 
parison has been instituted, that if there was less danger in emanci- 
pating the pther slaves, because they had received something like a 
preparatory education for the change, there was far more in another 
point of view, because they were all acquainted with the use of 
arms. Would our West Indian planters be as much at their ease, 
as they now are, if their slaves had acquired a knowledge of the 
use of arms, or would they think them on this account more or" 
less fit for emancipation ? 

It will be said agaiii, that the fourth case, consisting of the Sierra 
Leone captured Negroes, is not strictly ajutlogous to thie one in 
point. These may have been slaves but for a short time, previous 
to their capture upon the ocean, so that they had scarcely been 
slaves when they were returned to the jank of free men. Little 
or no change could have been effected in so short an interval in 
their disposition and their character ; and, as they were never carried 
to the West Indies, so they could not have contracted the bad 
habits, or the degradation, or the vices, of the slavery there. It 
will be contended therefore, that they were better, or less hazard^ 
ous, subjects, for emancipation, than the slaves in our colonies. 
Giving to this objection its full weight, the ca^e of the Sierra Leone 
captured Negroes will nevertheless be found to be a very strong 
one. They were all jifricans. They were all s/«W5. They 
must have contracted as mortal a hatred of the whites fi-om their 
sufierings on board ship by fetters, whips, and sufibcation in the 
h9ld, as the West Indian slaves from those severities which are at- 
^ tached.to their bondage on shore. Under these circumstances 
we find them made free ; not after any preparatory discipUne, but 
Amo^X. suddenly ; and not singly, but in bodies at a time. We 
find them also settled or made to live under the unnatural govern- 
ment of the whites; and, what is more extraordinary, we find their 
present number, as compared With that of the whites in the same 
colony, nearly as one hundred and fifty to one; notwithstanding 
.which superiority fi:*esh emancipations are constantly taking placid, 
as fresh cargoes of captured contrabandists arrive in port. 

It will be said, lastly, that all the four cases put together prove 
nothing. They can give us nothing like a positive assurance, that 
the Negro slaves in our colonies vvould pass through the ordeal of 
emancipation without danger to their masters or the community 
at large. Certainly not. Nor if these instances had been far more 
numerous than they are, could they, in this world of accidents, 
hAve given us a moral certainty of this. They afibixl us however . 

a hope, 
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a hope, that emancipation is pfacticable without danger : for will 
any one pretend to say, that we should have liad as mu^rh reason 
for entertaining such a hope, if no such instances had occurred; • . 
or that we should rtot have had reason to despair, if four such eX'^ 
perimenis had been made, and if they had all failed f They afibrd 
us again ground fi)r believing, that th^re is a peculiar softness, and 
plasticity, and pliability in the African character. This softness 
may be collected almost every where from the Travels of Mr, 
Mungo Park, and has been noticed by other wi iters, who have 
contrasted it with the unbending ferocity of the North American 
Indians and other tribes. . But if this be a feature in the African 
character, we may account for the uniformity of the conduct of 
those, Africans, who were liberated on tlie several occasions above, 
mentioned,. and for their yielding so uniformly to the impressions, 
which had been given them by their superiors, after they had been\ 
made free ; and, if this be so> why should not our colonial slaves,^ if 
en^adiupatedy conduct themselves inthe same manner? Besides, 
I anvpojt sut)e^^hei.l)er.the good conduct of the liberated slaves in- 
thesejcasea was itpt t,a ibifi .attributed in .part to asense^ot interest, 
vyheh they c?imGri^Un()yv^ that. their condition was to beimprtned^ 
Self-interas^ i^/i^neading pnnpipjle witKaH who- are born into the! 
world; an^.why is- the ISegro slavq in our colonies tjo be denied > 
tjii^ common. feeling of opr. nature ?-^why is he to rise against hh- 
master, when i^e is informed that his cpndition id to be bettered^. 
On the contiary, is he. not Hkely rather .to rejoice and feel grateftAl, 
when lie. is made to>rper/e/*ce better laws and better treatrnent? 

The fifth case may comprehend;. tb^ slaves of St. Domingo 
made free at different intervals in the course of the French Revo- 
lution. . . , . .... 

To do justice to this case, I must give a history of the circum- 
stances connected with. it. When tt^-Fr^ph ReyoluUon> which 
decreed equality of rigl^ts tp alV<^iti2$fn8|-ibad t^kejfi p|ac<^, i^efree^ 
people of Colour of Su jpdming9jf;fiijH\y.o£,v^Jiom ^vftrejpei^ns ^ 
large property and libeital edycation, petitioned the, J^JjiVvQSia) As-, 
sembly, that they might enjoy the same political privileges as the 
Whites, At length, in March 1790, the subject of tlie petition 
was discussed, when Uie Assembly adopted a decree concerning it. 
The decree, however, was worded so. ambiguously, that the two 
parties in St. Domingo, the Whites and the People of Colour, in- 
terpreted it each in-their own favour. This diflerence of interpre- 
tation gave rise to animosities between them, which were aug- 
mented by political party-spirit, according as they were royalists, 
or partizans of the French Revolution ; so that disturbances took 
place and blood was shed. 

In the year 1791, the People of Colour petitioned the Assembly 
' C 2 again; 
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again, but principally for an explanation of the decree in qxiestion. 
On the 1 5th of May, the subject was taken into consideration, 
aiid the result was another decree in explicit terms, which deter- 
mined, that the People of Colour in all the French islands Were 
entitl^ to all the rights of citizenship, provided they were bom of 
free parents on both sides. The news of this decree had no sooner 
arrived, at the Cape, than it produced an indignation almost amount- 
ing to phrensy among the Whites. They directly trampled under 
foot the national cockade, and with difficulty were prevented front 
seizing all the French merchant ships in the foads. After this 
the two parties armed against each other. - Even cavnps begani to 
be formed. Horrible massacres and conflagrations followed, the 
reports of which, when brought to the mother-countrv, were so 
terrible, that the Assembly rescinded the decree in favour of the 
free People of Colour \n the same year. 

In the year 1792> the news of this new dec.ree reached St. Do- 
mingo, and: produced as much irritation among th6 ¥eop\t of' 
Colour, as the news of the former had. done amoi)g the Whites, 
a^d hostilities were reneiyed between; thefra« As soon as diese 
' events became khown in France, the Conventional Assetnbly, which 
bad then succeeded the LegislatiTe, seeing no hope of recbnci- 
liaUoQ on- either sidei knew not what other <rourse t^take thari' 
ta do justice, whatever the consequences might be.' They te^' 
^ved, accordingly, in the month of April, that the decree of 17^1/ 
' which had been first madeand then t^evers^d \s^ the precedifig A^ 
semblyj should stand good, thus restoring to the Peo]*>Ie of Colour 
the privileges which had beert before voted to them ; and they ap- 
pointed Santhonax, Polverel, and anotlier, to repair as commis- 
sioners to St. Domingo, with a large body of troops, in order to 
enforce the decree ana to kegji the peace. - 
» fn the year 1793, tJie satt^^ divisions and the same bad blood 
continuing, 1iQtwilh^tABfding*li!y»^^i<v«l 'of the icotnmissioners, a 
very triri«lJ!m«t€tj*a''quatfd''be^ Mulatth and a White 

man (*n •officer' hi the French maritte^V gate rise to new disasters. 
This quarirel tobk place at Cape Fran96is, on the liOth of June. 
On the same day the seamen left their ships in the roads, and came 
on shore, and made common cause with the white inhabitants of 
the town. On the othei* side^ were ranged the Mulattos and other 
People of Colour, and th^se were afterwards joined by some in- 
surgent Blacks. Thie battle lasted nearly two days. During this 
time the arsenal was taken and plundered, some thousands were 
killed in the streets, and more than half the town was burnt. 
The commissionets, who were spectators of this horrible scene, 
and who had done all they could to restore peace, escaped unhurt, 
but they were left upon a heap of ruins, and with but little more 

power 
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?ow*er than the authmty which their commission gave them, 
'hey had only^ about a thousand troops left in the place. They 
determined, therefore, under these circumstances, to call in the 
Slaves in the neighbourhood to their assistance. They bsued a 
proclamation in consequence, by which they promised to give free- 
dom to all the Blacks zcho were willing to range themselves under 
the banners of the Republic. This was the first proclaniatidn 
made by public authority for emancipating slaves in St. Domingo, 
and was usually called the proclamation of Santhonax. The re- 
sult of it was, that a considerable number of staves canVe in and 
were enfranchised. 

Soon after this transaction Polverel left his colleague Santhonax 
at the Cape, and went in his capacity of commissioner to Port «u 
Prince, the capital of the West. Here he found every thing quiet, 
and cultivation in a flourishing state. From Port au Prince ^le 
visited Les Cayes, th^ capital of the South. He had not, how- 
ever, been long there, before he found that the minds of the slaves 
began to be in an unsettled state. They had become acquainted 
with what had taken place in the North, not only with the riots it 
the Ca^e, but the proclamation of Santhonax. Polverel there- 
fore, seeing the impression which it had begun to make u|X)n the 
minds of the slaves in these parts, was convinced that emanci{Sa- 
tion could be neither prevented nor even retarded, and tliat it was 
absolutely necessary for the personal safety of the white planters ^ 
that it should be extended to the whole island. He was so con- 
vinced of the necessity of this, that in September 17&3, he drew up 
a proclamation without -further delay to that effecty and put it into 
circulation. He dated it from Les Cayes. He exhorted the 
planters to patronize it. He advised them, if they wished to avoid 
the most serious calamities, to concur themselves in the propojii- 
tion of giving freedom to their slaves. He then caused a registry 
to be opened at the Government house to receive the signatures of 
all those who should approve of his advice. It was remarkable 
that all the proprietors in thes6 parts inscribed their names in the 
book. He then caused a similar registry to be opened at Port au 
Prince for the West. Here the same disposition was found to 
prevail. All the planters, except one, gave in their signatures. 
They had become pretty generally convinced by this time, that 
their own personal safety was connected with the measure. We 
may now add, that in the month of February 1794, the Conven- 
tional Assembly of France passed a decree for the abolition of 
slavery throughout the whole of the French colonies. Thus the 
Government of the mother-countJ*y confirmed freedom to those 
upon whom it had been bestowed by the comuiissioncrj*. This 
decree pvit therefore the finishing stroke to (he whulcr It com- 
pleted 



.pleted the emaucipatioii of the whole dave population of St * Do- 
mingo. . ' I 

Having given a concise liistory of the abolition of slavery in ^ 
St. Donimgo, I shall inquire how thos^ who were hberated con- 
ducted, themselves after this change in their situation. 

With respect to those emancipated by Santhonax in the North, 
I do not find, in the various histories I have seen, any thing par- 
ticular to communicate. With respect to those. who were eman- 
cipated in tlie South and West, by the proclamation of Pol verel, 

. we are enabled to give a very pleasing account. Colonel Malen- 
fant, who vwis resident in the island at the time, has made us ac- 

.quaintcd with their general conduct and character. His state- 
ment, though short, is highly satisfactory*. " After this public 
act of emancipation," says he, (by Polverel,) " the Negroes re- 
mained quiet both in the South and in the fVest, and they con- 
tinned to work upon aU the plantations. There were estates, 
indeed, which had neither owners nor managers resident upon 
ihem, for some of these had been put into prison by Monibrun ; 

: and others, fearing the same fate, had fled to the quarter which 

. had just been given up to the English. Yet upon these estates, 
though abandoned, the Negroes continued their labours, where 

. there were any, even inferior, agents to guide them ; and o|i those 
estates, where no white men were left to direct them, they betopk 

. themselves to the planting of provisions ; but upon all theplanta- 
iions where the Whites resided, the Blacks continued to labour a$ 
quietly as before*' A little further on in the w^ork, ridiculing the 
notion entertained in France, that the Negroes would not w^ork 
without compulsion, he takes occasion to allude to other Negroes, 

..who had been liberated by the same proclamation, but who were 
more immediately under his gwn eye and cognizancef. " If/' 
says he, " you will take care not to speak to them of their return 
to slavery, but talk to them about their Uberty, you may with this 
latter word chain them down to their labour. How did Toussaint 
Bucceed ? How did! succeed also before his time in the plain of 
the Cul de Sac, and on the Plantation Gouraud, more than eight 
months after liberty had been granted (by Polverel) to the slaves r 
Let those who knew me at that time, and even the Blacks them- 
selves, be asked. They will all reply, that not a single ^egjo 

. upon that plantation, consisting of more than four hundred and 

. fifty labourers, re/i/se^/o work; and yet this plantation was thought 

. to be under the worst discipline, and the slaves the most idle, of 

* JMemoirc histurlque et politique des Colonics, et particuli^rement flecclle 
de Si. Domiiiguc, ^c. Paris, August 1811. 8vo. p. 68. 

t Pp. 126, V<f(J. V 
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any in the plain, I, myself, insplreil the same activity into ihre« 
other plantations, of which I had the. management." 

The above account is far beyofnd any thing that could have been 
expected. Indeed, it is most gratifying. We find that the libe- 
rated Negroes, both in the South and the ^C5/, continued to work 
upon their old plantations, and for their old masters ; that there 
was also a spirit of industry among them ; and that they gave no 
uneasiness to their employers; for they are described as conUnuing 
to work as quietly as- before. Soch was the conduct of the Ne- 
groes for the first nine months after their liberation, or up to the ^ 
middle of 1794. Let us pursue the subject, and see how they 
conducted themselves after this period. 

During the year 1795 and part of 1796, I can learn nothing 
about them, though I have ransacked the French historians for 
this purpose. Had any thing, however, occurred in the way. of 
outrage, we should have heard of it. And here let me take this 
opportunity of setting my readers right, if, from not knowing tte 
dates of occurrences, they should have connected the outrages, 
which assuredly took place in St. Domingo, in 1791 and 1792, ' 
with the effects of the emancipation of the slaves. The great mas- 
sacres and conflagrations, which at that tinie made so frightful a 
picture in the history of this unhappy island, occurred in the days 
of slavery J before the proclamations of Santhonax and Polverel, . 
and before the great conventional decree of the mother-country 
was known. They had been occasioned, too, not originally by 
the slaves themselves, but by quarrels between the white and coloured, 
planters, and between the royalists and the revolutionists ^ who, 
for the purpose df wreaking their vengeance upon each oth^r, 
called in the aid of the slaves ; and as to the insurgent Negroes of 
the North, in particular, who,filled that part of the colony in those 
years with terror and dismay, they were originally put in motion, 
according to Malenfant, by the royalists themselves, to strengthen 
their ovnx cause, and to put down the parUzans of the French revo* 
. lution. When Jean Frangois and Biassou commenced the insur- 
rection, there were many white royalists with them, and the 
Negroes were made, to wear the white cockade. I repeat, then, 
that during the years 1795 and 1796, I can find nothing iix the 
History of St. Domingo, wherewith to reproach the emancipated 
Negroes in the way of outrage*. There is every reason, on thiB 
other ha nti, to believe, that they conducted themselves, during this 
period, in as orderly a manner as before. 

* There were occasiunally marauding parties from the mountains, who pil^ ^ 
laged in the plains; but these were the old insurgents, and not the emanci' 
patcd Negroes. 

1 come 
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I come now to the latter part of the year 1796 ; and here hapr 
pily a clue is furnished me, by which I have aa opportunity of 
pursuing my inquiry. We shall find, that from this time there 
was no want either of industry or of obedience in those who had 
been emancipated : they maintained, on the contrary, a respectoble 
character. Let us appeal first to Malenfant. " The colony," 
says he*, " was Jlourisking under Toussaint. The Whites livid 
happily and in peace upon their estates, and the Negroes continued 
to work for them.* Now Toussaint came into power, being 
general-in-chief of the armies of St. Domingo, a little before the 
end of the year 1796, and remained in power till the year 1802, 
or till the invasion of the island by the French expedition of Buona^ 
parte under Leclerc. Malenfant means therefore to state, that 
fix)m the latter end of 1796 to 1802, a period of six years, the 

f)lanters or farmers kept possession of their estates ; that they 
ived upon them peaceably, without interruption or disturbance; 
and that the Negroes, though they had been all set free, con- 
tinued to be the labourers. Can there be any account more 
favourable to our views ^han this, after so sudden an emanci- 
pation ? 

I may appeal next to General Lacroix, who published his " Me- 
moirs for a History of St. Domingo," at Paris, in 1819. He 
informs us, that when Santhonax, who had been recalled to France 
by the Government, returned to the colony in 1 796, " he wa-s 
astonished at the state in which he found it on his return.'' This, 
says Lacroixf, " was owing to Toussaint, who, while he had 
succeeded in establishing perfect order and discipline among the 
black troops, had succeeded also in making the black labourers 
return to the plantations, there to resume uie drudgery of culti- 
vation." 

But the same author tells us, that in the next year (1797) the 
most wonderful progress had been made in agriculture. He uses 
these remarkable words : *' The colony/' says hej, " marched^ as 
hy enchantment f towards its ancient splendour ; cultivation proS" 
pered; every day produced perceptible proofs of' its progress. The 
city of the Cape and the plantations of the N^orth rose up again 
visibly to the eye." Now I am far from wishing to attribute all 
this wonderful improvement, this daily visible progress in agricul- 
ture, to the mere act of the emancipation of the slaves in St. Do- 
mingo. I know that many other circumstances may have con- 
tributed to its growth ; but I maintain, that unless the Negroes, 
•who were then free, had done their part as labourers, both by 
working regularly and industriously, and by obeying the directions 



* P. 78. t Mdraoircs, p. 3U. t Ibid. p. 324. 
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of their superintendants or masters, the colony could never h^v^ 
prospered, as relates tP cultivation, in the manner described. ' 

The next witness to whom 1 shall appeal, is the estimable 
General Vincent, who now lives at Paris, though at an advanced 
age. He was a colonel, and afterwards a general of brigade oS 
artillery in St. Domingo. He was stationed there during the time 
both of Santhonax and Toussaint. He was also a proprietor of 
estates in the island. He was the man who 'planned the renov^ 
tion of its agriculture after the abolition of slavery, and one of the 
great instruments in. bringing it to the perfection mentioned by 
Lacroix. In the year 1801, he was call«i upon by ToussMnt tp 
repair to Paris, to lay before the Directory the new constitution, 
which had been agreed upon in St. Domingo, ' He obeyed the 
summons. It happened, that he arrived in France just at the mo- 
ment of the peace of Amiens : here he found, to his inexpressible 
surprise and grief, that Buonaparte was preparing an immense 
armament, to be commanded by Leclerc, for the purpose of re- 
storing slavery m St. Domingo. He lost no time in seeing the 
First Consul, and he had the courage to say to him what, perhaps,^ 
no other man in- France would have dared to say. He remon- 
' strated against the expedition ; he told him to his face, that though 
the army destined for this purpose was composed of the brilliant 
conquerors of Europe, it could do nothing in the Antilles. It 
would most assuredly be destroyed by the climate of St. Domingo, 
even if it should be doubtful, whether it would be destroyed by 
the Blacks. He stated, as another argument against the expe- 
dition, that it was totally unnecessary, and therefore criminal 4 for 
that every .thing was going on well in St. Domingo. Theproprie* 
tors were in peaceable possession' of their estates ; cultivation was 
making a rapid progress ; the Blacks were industrious, and bei/ond 
example happy. He conjured him,. therefore, in the name of hu- 
manity, not to reverse this beautiful state of thipgs. But his efibrts 
were ipefiectual. The die had been cast : and the only reward 
which he received from Buonaparte for his manly and faithful re- 
presentations, was banishment to the Isle of Elba. 

Having brought "my examination into the conduct of the Ne- 
groes after their liberation down to 1802, the time of the invasion of 
the island by Leclerc, I must now leave a blank of nearly two 
years, or till the year 1 804. It cannot be expected during a war, in 
which every man was called to arms to defend his own personal 
liberty and that of his family, that we should see plantations cul- 
tivated as quietly as before, or even cultivated at all. But thiai 
was not the fault of the emancipated Negroes, but of their former 
masters. It was owing to the prejudices of the latter, that this 
frightful invasion took place ; prejudices, however, which arc com- 
mon 
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fnon to almost all slave owneis. -Accustomed to the use of irbw 
trary power, they could not brook the loss of tlieir whips. Accusr 
tomed to look down upon the Negroes as an iilferior race of beings, 
as mere reptiles of the eafth^ they could not bear, peaceably a^ 
these had conducted themselves, to come into that familiar contacit 
witli them, as/ree labourers, which the change of their situation 
required. They considere<l them, too, as property lost, but which 
was to be recovered. In an evil hour, they prevailed upon Buona- 
)>arte, by false representations and promises of pecuniar i/ sUpport, 
to undertake to restore things to their former stale. The expedi- 
tion at length arrived upon the shores of St. Domingo :-^a scene 
bf blood and torture followed, such as histori/ had seldom if ever 

^before disclosed, and compared with which, though planned and 
executed bj/ fVhites*, all the barbarities said to have been perpe- 
trated by the insurgent Blacks of the North, amount comparatively 
to nothing. At length, however, the French were driven from tlie 
island, rill that time, the planters had retained their property, 
and then it was, but not till then, that they, lost their all. It can- 

.not be expected that I should have any thing to sdy of the industry 
or good order of the eniancipated Negroes, during such a convul- 
sive period. 

In the year 1804, Dessalines w'as proclaimed. emperor of this 

-fine territory. In process of time a great part of the black troops 

. were disbanded, and returned to cultivation. As they were free 
when they became soldiers, so they continued to be free when 
they became labourers again. From that time to this, there has 
been no want of subordination or industry among them. They or 
their descendants are the persons, by whom the plains and valleys 
of St. Domingo are still cultivated, and they are reported to follow 
their occupations still, and with as fair a character as other free 
labourers in any other quarter of the globe. 

We have now seen how the emancipated Negroes of St. Do- 
mingo have used their liberty, from the year 1793 (the era of their 
• • general emancipation) to the present day, a period of thirty years. 
An important question here seems to force itself upon us, '* VVhat 
were the measures taken, after so frightful an event as that of 
emancipation, to secure tranquillity and order, and to. rescue the 
planters and the colony from ruin r" It appears then, that the 
two commissioners, Santhonax and Polverel, aware of the mis- 
chief which might attend their decrees, took the best measures 



* The French troops were not the authors of tearing to pieces the Negroes 
alive by bloodhounds, or of suftbcating thentby hondrensat a time in the holds 
of ship*, or of drowning them (whole cargoes) by scuttling and sinking the 
vessels ; — but the planiets. 

they 
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they could'devisic to prevent it. Oii«i of their first steps was to 
draw up a short code of rules to be observed upon the plantations. 
These rules were j>rinted and made pubUc. They were also or- 
dered to be read aloud to all the Negroes upon every estate, for 
which purpose they were to be assembled once a week. The 
preamble to these regulations insisted upon the tiecemty of in- 
dust r I/, without vrhich every thing would go to ruin. Among the 
. rules, the two the most worthy of our notice were, that the la- 
bourers wcie to be obliged to hire, themselves to the owner of an 
estate for wo^ less than a year, at the end of which, but not before, 
-they might quit his service, and engage with another : and that 
-they were to receive a third part of the produce of the estate, as 
a recoayf>ense for their labour. I^hese two .were fundamental 
regulations. As to minor points, they were allowed to vary ac- 
. cording to circumstances. This code subsisted for about ^hree 
years. 

Toussaint, when he came into power, reconsidered the subject, 
and adopted a new code. His fiist object was to prevent oppres- 
sion on the part of the master or employer, and yet to secure 
. obedience on the part of the labourer. Conceiving that tl>ere 
. could be no liberty where any one man had the power of punish- 
> ing anothei' at his discretion, he took away from every master the 
use of the whip, and of the chain, and of every other instrument 
of correction, either by himself or his own order : he took away, 
in fact, all power of arbitrary punishment* Every master offend- 
ing against this regulation was to be summoned, on complaint by 
the labourer, before a magistrate or intendant of police, who was 
to examine into the case, and to act accordingly. Conceiving, on 
the other hand^ that a just subordination ought to be maintained, 
and that, wherever delinquency occurred, |>unishment ought to 
follow, he ordained, tliat all labourers offending against the planta- 
. tion police, or not performing their contracts, should be brought 
before the same magistrate, who should examine and decide as in 
. the former case. Thus justice, was administered without respect 
. of persons. It must be noticed, that all punishments were to be 
executed by a pubhc officer, that they might be considered not as 
.punishments by die master, but by the state* Thus he maintained 
due subordination on the plantations, t£;2>Ao2/^ invading the liberty 
vf individuals, and subjecting them to individual tyranny and 
caprice. .- 

Among plantation oflences, idleness on the part of the labourer 
. was one. A man was not to receive wages from his master,, and 
to do nothing. He was obligejd to perform a reasonable quantity 
of- work, or be punished. Another offence was absence without 
-leave, which was considered as desertion. 

Tousbaint 



Toussaint differed from tlie commissioners, as to the length of 
.tim^ for which labourers should engage themselves to masters. 
He thought it unwise to allow the former, in the infancy -of their 
liberty, to imbibe notions of change and rambling at the end of 
every year. He ordained, therefore, that they should be attached 
to particular plantations for five years, being thus made, though 
free labourers, "a sort o( adscripti glebed for that- time. 

He differed again from the commissioners, as to the quantum of 
compensation foe their labour. He thought one-third of the pro- 
duce too much, seeing tliat the planter had another third to pay to 
the Government. He assigned, therefore, one-fourth to the la- 
bourer; but this was in the case only, where the labduier clothed 
and maintained himself: where he did not do this, the master was 
allowed to make a deduction for his expenses. 

The above is all Ihave been able to collect of the code of Tous- 
saint, which, under his government, had the surprising effect of 
preserving tranquillity, and order, and keeping up a spirit of in- 
dusti;y on the plantations of St. Domingo, at a time when only 
idleness and anarchy were to have been expected. It was in force 
when Leclerc arrived with his invading army, and it continued in 
force when the French army^was beaten and Negro-liberty con- 
firmed. From Toussaint it passed to Dessalines, and from Dessa- 
Unes to Christophe and Petion, and from the two latter to Boyei^; 
and it is the code which regulates, 1 believe with but very little 
variation, the relative situation of master and servant in husbandry 
at this present hour. - 

But it is time that I should now wind up the case before us. 
And, first, will any one say that this case is not analogous to that 
which We have in view ? Let us remember that the number of 
slaves liberated bythe French decrees in St. Domingo was little 
short of 500,000 persons, and that this was nearly equal to the 
aggregate of all the slaves then in the British West Indian Islands. 
But if there be a want of analogy, the difference is in my fa- 
vour. I maintain, that emancipation in St, Domingo was at- 
tended with far more hazard to persons and property, aind with 
far greater difficulties^ than it need be, if attempted in our own 
islands. Can we forget that by the decree of Polverel, sanctioned 
afterwards by the Convention, the slaves were made free at once, 
or in a singte dayS No notice was given of the event, and of 
course no preparation could be made for it. They were released 
' suddenly from all their former obligations and restraints. They 
were let loose with alt the vices of slavery upon them. What 
was to have been expected but the dissolution of all civilized so- 
ciety, with the reign of barbarism and terror r Now, all I ask 
with respect to the slaves in our own islands is, that thoy should 
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be emancipated hy degrees^ or that they shoutd be madie to pass 
tbroiigh a certain course of discipline^ as through a preparatory 
school, to 6 1 them for the right use of their freedom. ' Again, can 
we forget the unfavourable circumstances, in which the slaves of 
St. Domingo were placed, for a year or two before their liberation, 
in anotlier point of view ? The island at this juncture was a 
^rey to political discord, civil war, and foreign invasion^ The 
slave owners wene politically at variance with each other, as they 
were white or coloured persons, or republicans or royalists. They 
were quarreling and Bghting with each otiier, and shedding each 
other- s blood. The En^ish-, at the same time, who were in pos* 
session of the str^g tnaritime posts, were alarming the oountiy 
by their incursions. The slaves, unfortunately, had been taught 
to imbibe t;he political animosities, and to take the side of' their 
respective masters, and had been familiarized to scenes of violence 
and bloodshed. Now, whenever emancipation is to be proposed 
incur own colonies, I anticipate oeither political parties, not oivit 
mm, not foreign ineasion, — but a time of tranquilUtyand^peaicB^ 
Who then will affirm, that there could beabythinglike the^^in^ 
and difficukies in emanei^ating the sla^^ tb^re> ^i^feich 6kisted 
When the slaves of St. Domingo were'made freeP-^ButBoiii^ob- 
jtector, after all, may say,** There is one poiiiV'iii^'WhicIt' y<i«fr 
analogy is deficient. While Tdussaint ^as in J>oWeri*he; Go- 
vernment of St. Domingo was a 1Hqck<xaQ,.QtiA th6 Blacks would 
be more willing to submit to^He authority of a black Government, 
than of a white one. Henc^ there Weie fewer disorders -produced 
by emancipation in St. Domingo,' than would probably occur in 
our own islands." But to siich'an objector, I should reply, that 
he knows nothing of the history of St. Ifemingo. The Govern- 
ment of that island was French, or white, irom the very infancy (A 
emancipation to the arrival 6f tHe-^i^fMcfition of Leclerc. The 
slaves were made free under '^^'^c^dWneht^<rfSanthotf ax and 
Polverel. ^ When theste t^i*edv''tt«fef»^iMrt edmmfesiori^r& s^^ 
ceeded them'. When Todss&lfrtid^nieteA!); power, he wa^ tkot 
supteme ; Generals Hed6UiUej ^Vincent, wfid othei's, had a share 
in the government* Toussaint himself received his commission 
from the French Directory, and acted under it. He caused it 
every where to be made known, but particularly among his officers 
and troops, that he retained the island for the French Government, 
and that France was the governing country. 

A sixth class of slaves emancipated in bodies may comprehend 
those, who began to be liberated about eighteen months ago in the 
newly-erected State of Columbia. General Bolivar began the 
great work by enfranchising his own slaves, to the number of be- 
tween seven and eight hundred. But he was not satisfied with 
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Uils ; for believing, as be did, that to hold persons in slavery at 
all, was not only morally wrong, but utterly inconsistent with the 
character of men fighting for their own liberty, he brought the 
subject before the Congress of Venezuela, This Congress, after 
having duly considered it, drew up resolutions accordingly, which 
it recommended to the first general Congress of Columbia, then 
about to assemble. This last Congress passed a decree of eman« 
cipaiion on the 19th of July 1821. All slaves, and their number 
was considerable, who had assisted, in a miUtary capacity, in- 
achieving the independence of the republic, were at once declared 
free. All the children of slaves, born after the said 1 9th of July, 
were declared to be free: but in order to defray the expense <rf 
their early maintenance and education, were to serve their masters 
un^l they attained the eighteenth year of their age* A fund was 
estabUshed at the same time by a general tax upon property,, for 
tlie purchaj?e of the freedom of adults in each district every ,yesMr# 
during (he_ national festivals in Depember, car^ being t^^^.^tf^ 
select those, of .the best character, ft may be- proper to obs^nr^ 
thateoiailcipatiop.has been {proceeding regularly, f]roim the .i[9i^ Of 
July l^'ilj .according to tlie terms of rile a bov^ decree, ^nd, ajk^p^ 
according :tc>- the provisions of the ancient Spanish code, vvbif:b. 
still exist,.ancj' which powerfully co*operate with it. They \\»hqr 
attain their eigbteetoth year are put under the charge Qi special.' 
juntas, in order to.be properly disposed of^ and placed in. useful 
trades and professions, or other lipes of life. The adults may 
have land, if they desire it, or they may go where, diey please*; 
The State has lately purchased freedom for many of the latter, 
who had a liking to the army, rheir. freedom is secured to them 
whether they remain soldiers or are discharged. . It is particularly 
agreeable to me to be. able to say that all, who have been hithertr>. 
emancipated, have coQjducte^ . themselves *Mnce that time with 
propriety.; Ijt appears f,J^i^ Jester from Columbia, dated 17Ui 
February IS^j abQU(U)^vei|i^pnths aft^ emanci))ation had com* 
menced, addre8$ed to r J;a(ne^r^tephj9B^ ^q* of London, and since 
made public, **: that the slaves were all. then peaceably at work, 
throughout the republic, as .well as the nfwly ertfrandUsed and 
those originally free." And. it appears from the account of a gen- 
tleman of high consideration just arrived from Columbia, in Loor^ 
don, that up to the time of his departure, they who had been, 
emancipated, " were steadi/ and industriousy and that they had. 
conducted themselves well without a singh exception,'^ But as 
this is an experiment which it will yet take sixteen years to com- 
plete, it can only be called to our aid, as far as the result of it is 
known. It is, however, an experiment to which, as far as it has 
been made, we inay appeal with satisfaction : for when we con- 
sider 
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sider that eig/Ueen months have elapsed, and that many* thousands 
had been freed between the passing of the decree and the date of 
the last accouivts from Columbia, the measure cannot but be con- 
sidered to have had a sufficient trial. 

The seventh class may comprehend the slaves of the Honourable 
Joshua Steele, whose emancipation was attempted in Barbadoes 
between the years 1783 and 1796. 

It appears that Mr. Steele lived in London, He was Vice- 
president of th.e London Society of Arts, Manufactures, and Com- 
merce, and a person of talent and erudition. He was the proprietor 
of tliree estates in Barbadoes. His agent there used to send hiux 
accounts annually of his concerns; but these were latterly so 
ruinous, not only in a pecuniary point of; view, but as they related 
to what Mr. Steele called the destruction of bis Negroes^ tliat he 
resolved, though then at the advanced age of e'lghty, to go there, 
and to look into his affairs himself. Accordingly he embarked^ 
and arrived there early in the year 1780. 

Mr. Steele had not been long in Barbadoes, before :he saw 
enough to convince him that there was something radically wrong 
in the management of the slaves, and he was anxious to try, for 
the sake as well of humanity as. of his own interest, to. effect a. re* 
form. But how was. he to accomplish ;thist f " He considered 
-within himself how difficult it would be, nay^^ impossible, for a^ 
single proprietor to attempt so great a novel^ as to bring about 
an alteration of manners and custonis protected by iniquitous 
laws, and to which the gentlemen of the country were recoacile4 
as to the best possible for amending the indocile and intractable 
ignorance of Negro slaves." It s^truck him, however, among th« 
expedients which occurred, that he might be able to form a So* 
ciety, similar to that in London, for the purpose of improving the 
arts, manufactures, and commerce of Barbadoes; and if so, he 
"indulged a hope that by means of it conferences might be in- 
troduced on patriotic subjects, in the course of whicli n^w idfeas 

^ The slave populatiorKconsisted at the time of passing the decree of from 
250,000 to 300,000 souls. 

t See Dr.. Dickson's Mitigatioti of Slavery, London 1814, from whence 
every thing relating to this subject is taken. Dr. Dickson had been for manly 
years secretary to Governor Hay, in Barbadoes, where he had an opportunity 
of studying the Slave agriculture as a system. Being in London afterwards 
_ when the Slave Trade controversy was going on in Parliament, he distinguished 
himself by silencing the different writers .who dcfendedithe West Indian sla- 
very. There it was that Mr. Steele addressed himself to him by letter, and 
sent him those invaluable papers, which the Doctor afterwards published 
under the modest title of '* Mitigation of Slavery by Steele and Dickson/' 
No one was better qualified than Dr. Dickson to become the Editor of 
Mr. Steele. 

and 
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and new opinions might soften the national bigotry, so far as to 
admit some discourses on the possibility of amendment in the 
mode of governing slaves.'* A Society was accordingly formed, 
of gentlemen of the island in 1781. The subjects of its discussion 
became popular. It printed its first minutes in 1782, which were 
Tery favourably received, and it seemed to bid fair to answer the 
benevolent views of its founder. 

During this time, a space of two years, Mr.. Steele had been 
gaining a practical knowledge of West Indian husbandry, and of 
the temper, disposition, habits, and customs of the slaves. He 
had also read much and thought much. It may be inferred from 
his writings, that three questions especially had employed his 
mind. . 1. Whether he cojild not do away all arbitrary punish^ 
ments and yet keeip up discipline among the slaves ? 2. Whether 
he could not carry on the plantation-work through the stimulus of 
reward ? 3.' Whether he could not change slavery into a condi- 
tion of a milder name and character, so that the slaves should be 
led by degrees to the threshold of liberty, from whence they might 
step next, without hazard, into the rank of free men, ifcircum- 
stancJes should permit and encourage such a procedure. Mti 
Steele; conceived, after mature consideration, that he could accora- 

Slish these objects, and he resolved to make the experiment gra- 
ualjy upon his oWn estates. * . 

At the end of the year 1783, he put the first of thesfe questions 
to the test. " I took," says he," the whips and allpoWer of ar- 
bitrary punishment from all the overseers and their vvhite servaiits, 
which occasioned my chief overseer to. resign y and I soon dismissed 
all his deputies, who could not hear the loss of their whips; but 
at the same time, that a proper subordination and obedience to 
lawful orders and duty should be preserved, I created a ffiagis^ 
trctcy out of the Negroes themselves, and appointed a court or 
jury of the elder Negroes or head-men for trial and punishment 
of all casual offences, (and these courts were always' fo be held 
in my presence, or in that of my new superintendant,) which 
court very soon grew respectable. Seven of these men being of 
the rank of drivers in Uieir different departments, were also con- 
stituted rulers, or magistrates over all the gang, and were charged 
to see at all times thiat nothing should go wrong in the planta- 
tions ; but that on all necessary occasions they should assemble 
and consult together how any such wrong should be immediately 
rectified ; and I made it known to all the gangs, tliat the authority 
of these rulers should supply the absence or vacancy of an over- 
seer in all cases ; they making daily or occasional reports of all 
occurrences to the proprietor or his delegate for his approbation or 
his orders." 

It 
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It appears that Mr. Steele was satisfied with this his first step^ 
and he tcx)k no other for spme time. At length, in about another 
year, he ventured upon the second. He " tried whether he could 
not obtain the labour of his. Negroes by voluntary means instead 
of the old method by violence." On a certain day he offered a 
pecuniary reward for holing canes, which is the most laborious 
operation in West Indian husbandry, " He offered two-pence 
halfpenny (currency), or about, three-halfpence (sterling), per day, , 
with the usual allowance to holers of a dram with molasses, to 
any twenty-five of his Negroes, both men and women, who would 
undertake to hole for canes an acre per day, at about 96| holes 
for each Negro to the acre. The whole ^ang were ready to un- 
dertake it; but only fifty of the volunteers were accepted, and' 
many among them were those who on much lighter occasions hstd 
usually pleaded itrfirmity and inability : but the ground having 
been moist, they holed twelve acres within six days with great 
ease, having had an hour^ more or less, every evening to spare ; and 
the like experiment was repeated with the hke success. More ex- 
periments with such premiums on weeding and deep hoeing were 
made by task- work per acre, and all succeeded in like manner, 
their premiums being all punctually paid them in propoition to 
their performance. Bu t afterwards some of the same people being 
put mthout premium to weed on a loose cultivated soil in the com^ 
mon manner, e«gA/ee» Negroes did not do as much in a given tune 
as six had performed of the like sort of work a few days before with 
the premiuni of two-pence half-penny." The next year Mr. 
Steele made similar experiments. Success attended him again ; 
and from this time task- work, or the voltmtary system, became the 
general practice of the. estate. 

Mr. Steele did not proceed to put the third question to trial till 
the yeac 1789. The Society of Arts, which he had instituted in 
1781, had greatly disappointed him. Some of the members, 
looking back to the dilfcussions which had taken place on tlie sub- 
ject of. Slavery, began to think that they had gone too far as slave- 
holders in their admissions. They began to insinuate, " that they 
had been taken in, under the specious appearance of promoting 
the arts, manufactures, and commerce of Ba£Tbadoes> to promote 
darrgerous designs against its .established laws' and customs. ' Dis- 
cussions therefore of this sort became too Unpopular to be con- 
tinued. It was therefore not till M r. Ste^e found, that he had no 
hope of assistance from this Society, and that he was obliged ' to 
depend solely upon himself, that he put in force the remainder of 
his general plan. He had already, in 1783, abolished arbitrary 
punishment and instituted a Negro-magistracy ; and since that 
time (in 1785) he had adopted the system o( working by the 
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piece. But the remaining part of his plan went the length of 
(dieting the very condition .of the slaves ; and it is of this al- 
teration, a most important one (in 1789), that I am now to 
kpeak. . ' ■ ' 

Mr. Stede took the hint for the particular mode of improving 
the condition of his slaves, which 1 am going to describe, from 
the practice of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors in the days of Vil- 
leinage, -which, h^ says, was " the most wise and excellent mode 
of dvilizihg saf age slaves." There were in those days three classes 
of villeins. The first or lowest consisted of villeins in gross, who 
were aUenable at pleasure. The second of villeins regardant, who 
were adscripti glebte, or attached as freehold property to the soil. 
And the third or last, of copyhold bondmen, who had tenements 
of land, fdr which they were bound to pay in services. The viU 
leins first mentioned, or those of the lowest class, had all these gra- 
dations to pass through, from the first into the second, and fiom 
the secona into the third, before, they could become free men. 
This was the model, from which Mr. Steele resolved to borrow> 
when he formed his plan for changing the condition of his slaves. 
He did not, however, adopt it tliroughout, but he chose out of it 
what he thought would be most suitable to his purpose, and left 
the rest. We nnay see what the plan was, from the following ac- 
count. 

• In the year 17B9 he erected his plantations into manors. It 
appears that the Governor of Barbadoes had the power by charter^ 
Wth the consent of the majority of the council, of dividing the 
island into manors, lordships, and precincts, and of making free- 
holders; and though this had not -yet been done, Mr. Steele hoped, 
as a*member of council, to have influence sufficient to get his owa 
practicie legalized in time. Presuming upon thi^, he registered in 
'the mano7*'hook all his adult male slaves as copyholders. He then 
gave them separate tenements of lands, which they were to oc- 
cupy, and upon vyhich they were to raise whatever they might 
think most advantageous. These tenements consisted of half ao 
acre of plantaWe and productive land to each adult,' a quantity 
supposed to be sufficient with industry to furnish him and his fa- 
Inily with provisidfT and clothing. The tenements were made 
descendible to the heirs of the occupiers or copyholders, that is> 
to their children on the plantations ; for ho part of the succession 
was to go out of the plantations to the issue of any foreign wife, 
and, in case of no such heirs, they were to fall in to the lord to be 
re-granted according to his discretion. It was also inscribed that 
any one of the copyholders, who would not perform his services 
to the manor (the refractory gyid others), was to forfeit his tene- 
ment and his privileged rank, and to go back to the state of villein 
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iii gross and to be subject to corporal punishment as before. 
<* Thus,*' says Mr. Steele, *' we run no risk whatever in making 
the experiment by giving such copyhbld-tenements to all our well- 
deserving Negroes, and to all in general, when they appear to be 
worthy of that favour." 

Matters having been adjusted so far, Mr. Steele introdqced the 
practice of rent and wages. He put an annual rent upon each 
tenement, which he valued at so many days' labour. He set' a 
rent also upon personal service, as due by the copyholder to his 
mastejr in his former quality of slave, seeing that his master or pre- 
decessor had purchased a property in him, and this he valued in 
the same manner. He then added the two rents together, making j 
so many days' work altogether, and estimated them in the current 
money of the time. Having done this, he fixed the daily wages ox 
pay to be received by the copyholders for the work which they 
were to do. They were to work 260 days in the year for him, 
and to have 48 besides Sundays foi: themselves. He reduced 
thpse days' work also to current money. These wages he fixed 
at such a rate, that " they should be more than equivalent to the 
rent of their copyholds and the rent Of their personal services when 
put together, in order to hold out to tRem an evident and profit- 
able incentive to their industry." It appears that the rent of the 
tenement, half an acre, was fixed at the rate of 3/. currency, or 
between forty and fifty shillings sterling per acre, and the wag^ 
for a man belonging to the first gang at 7|</. currency or 6d, ster- 
ling per day. As to the rent for the personal services, it is not 
mentioned. 

I 

With respect to labour and things connected with it, Mr. Steele 
entered the following among the local laws in the court-roll of the^ 
tenants and tenements. The copyholders were not to work fqr 
other masters without the leave of the lord. They were to work 
ten hours per day. If they worked over and above that time, they 
were to be paid for every hour a tenth part of their daily wages, 
and they were also to forfeit a tenth for every hour they were ab- 
sent or deficient in the work of the day. All sorts of work, howr 
ever, were to he reduced, as far as it could be done by observa^ 
tion, and estimation, to equitable task-work. Hoes were to be 
furnished to the copyholders in the first instance ; but they wore to 
renew them, when worn out, at their own expense. The other 
tools were to be lent them, but to be returned to the store-keeper 
^t night, or to be paid for in default of so doing. Mr. Steele was 
to continue the hospital and medical attendance at his own expense 
as before. 

Mr. Steele, having now rent to receive and wages to pay, was 

obliged to settle a new mode of accounting between the plantation 

^ ' ' D 2 and 



S6 

and the labourers. " He brought, therefore, all the minor ^rops 
of the plantation, such as corn, grain of all sorts, yams, eddoes, 
besides rum and molasses, into a regular cash account by weight 
and measure, which he charged to .the copyhold-storekeeper at 
market prices of the current time, and the storekeeper paid them 
at the same prices to such of the copyholders as called for them in 
part of wages, in whose option it was to take either cash or goods, 
according to their earnings, to answer all their wants* Rice, salt, 
salt fish, barrelled pork, Cork butter, flour^ bread, biscuit, candles, 
tobacco and pipes, and all species of clothing, were provided and 
furnished from the store at the lowest market prices. An account 
of what was paid for daily subsistence, and of what stood in their 
arrears to answer the rents of their lands, the fines and forfeitures 
for delinquencies, their head-levy, and all other casual demands, 
was accurately kept in columns with great simplicity, and in books, 
which checked each other." 

Such was the plan of Mr. Steele, and I have the pleasure of 
being able to announce, that the result of if was highly satisfactory 
to himself, Iti theyear 1'788, when only the. first and second part 
of it had been reduced to practice, he spoke of it thus , — " A plan- 
tation," says he, " of between seven and' eight hundred acres has 
been governed by fixed laws and a Negro-courtybr about five years 
tmth great success. In this plantation no overseer or white servant 
is allowed to lift his hand against a Negro, nor can he arbitrarily 
order a punishment. Fixed laws and a court ot* jury of their peers 
keep all in order without the ill effect of sudden and intemperate 
passioRs." And in theyear 1790, about a year after the last part 
of his plan had been put to trial, he says in a letter to Dr« J5ickson, 
" My copyholders have succeeded beyond my expectation." This 
was his last letter to that gentleman, for he died in the beginning 
of the next year. Mr. Steele went over to Barbadoes, as I have 
said before, in the year 1780, and he was then in the eightieth 
year of his age. He began his humane and glorious work in 1783, 
and he finished it in 1789. It took him, Uierefpre, six years to 
bring hi!5 Negroes to the state of vassalage described, or to that 
state from whence he was sure that they might be transferred with- 
out danger in no distant time, to the rank of freemen, if it should 
be thought desirable. He lived one year afterwards to witness 
the Success of his labours. He had accomplished, therefore, all 
he wished, and he died in the year 1791, in the ninety |irst year of 
his age. 

It may be proper now, and indeed useful to the cause which I 
advocate, to stop for a moment, just to observe the similarity of 
sentiment of two great men, quite unknown to each other ; one of 
whom (Mr. Steele) was concerned in preparing Negro-slaves for 
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freedom, and the other (Toussaint) in devising the best mode of 
managing them after they had been suddenly made free. 

It appears, first, that they were both agreed in this point, viz. 
that the^Vs^ step to be taken in either case, was the^otal abolition 
of arbitrary punishment. 

It appears, secondly, that they were nevertheless both agreed 
again as to the necessity of punislring delinquents, but that they 
adopted diflerent ways of bringing them to justice. Toussaint re- 
ferred them to magistrates, but Mr. Steele to a Negro-court, I 
should prefer the latter expedient; first, becaufse a Negro-court may 
be always at hand, whereas magistrates may live at a distance from 
the plantations, and not be always at home. Secondly, because 
the holding of a Negro-court would give consequence to those Ne- 
groes who should compose it, not only in their own eyes but in the 
eyes of others; and every thing, that might elevate the Black cha- 
racter, would be useful to those who were on the road to emanci- 
pation ; and, lastly, because there must be some thing satisfactory 
and consoling to the accused tooe tried by their peers. 

It appears, thirdly, that both of them were agreed again in tlie 
principle of making the Negroes, ip either case, adscripti gleba^ ot 
attached to the soil, though they might differ as to the length of 
time of such ascription. / 

And it appears, lastly, that they wrere agreed in another, and this 
the only remaining point, viz. on the necessity of holding out i| 
stimulus to either, so as to excite in them a very superior spirit of 
industry to any they had known before. They resorted, however, 
to different means to effect this. Toussaint gave the labourers one 
fourth of the produce of the land, deducting their personal ex- 
penses. Mr. Steele, on the other hand^ gave them daily wages. 
The plan of Mr. Steele seems most consonant to sound principle 
and to the English practice. 

But to return. It is possible that some objector may ai^gue 
thus : — " The case of Mr. Steele is not a complete precedent, be- 
cause his slaves were never yi/Z/y emancipated. He had brought 
them only to the i^reshdd of liberty, but no further. They were 
only copyholders, but not free men!\ To this I reply, first. That 
Mr. Steele accomplished all that he ever aimed^t, I have his 
own words for saying, that so long as the present iniquitous slave 
laws, and the distinction of colour, should exist, it would be im- 
prudent to go further. I reply again. That the partizans of eman- 
cipation would be happy indeed, if they could see the day when 
our West Indian slaves should arrive at the rank and condition of 
the copyholders of Mr. Steele. The freedom which they desire 
tiiey believe to be compatible reith the joint interest of the mdster 
und the slave* At the same time they maintain, that the copy- 
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holders of Mr. Steele had been brought so near to the conditioa 
of free men^ that a removal from one into the other, after a certain 
time, seemed more like a thing, of course than a matter to be at- 
tended either with difficulty or danger. Their moral ' character 
must have improved. If they had ceased for seven years to feel 
themselves degraded by arbitrary punishment, they must have ac- 
quired some little independence of mind. If they had been paid 
for their labour, they mast have acquired something like a spirit of 
uidustry. If they had been made to pay rent for their cottage and 
land, and to maintain themselves, they must have been made to 
look beforehand, to think for themselves and families from day to 
day^ and io provide against the future, a\\ which operatioiis of the 
mind are the characteristics only of free men. The case, therefore, 
of Mr* Steele is most important and precious : for it shows us, 
first, that the emancipation, which we seek, is a thing which may 
ie effected. The plan of Mr. Steele was put in force in a Britisk 
Island, and that, which was done in one British Island may, uoder 
similar circumstances, be done agtiin in the same, as well as in atk- 
others It shows us, too, how this emancipation may be brought 
about. The process is so clearly detailed, that any one may fc3- 
\qvf it. It is also a case for encouragement, inasmuch as it was 
attended with success. 

. I have now considered no less than six cases of slaves emainci- 
pated in1x)dies, and a seventh of slaved, who were led up to the 
^ery threshold of freedom, comprehending altogether not less than 
between five and six hundred thousand persons ; and I have cooh 
sidered also all the objections that could be r^asopably advanced 
jE^ainst them. The result is a belief on my part, that emmicv^ 
tion is not only practicable, but that it is practicable without 
4(inger. The slaves, whose cases 1 have been considering, were < 
resident in different parts of the world. There must have beeo, 
^mopgst such a vast number, persons of all characters. Some 
were liberated, who had been accustomed to the use <f arms; 
pthers at a time> when the land in which they sojourned was af- 
flicted with civil and foreign wars; others again suddmh/, and 
yf\i\\ all thevicipifs hqbits of slavery upon them. And yet, under 
;aU these disadvantageous arcumstances, I find them all, without 
'Exception, yielding themselves to the will of their saaperiors, so^as 
^ be brought by them with a^ much ease and certainty into the 
fjQfm intended for them, as clay in the hands of the potter is fs^ 
.'^i^ned to his own model. But, if this be so, 1 think I should be 
;c^rg^able with a want of common sense, were I to doubt for a 
foment, that emancipation foa^s practicable ; a;nd 1 am not sure 
^hatl should not be exposedto the same charge, were I to doubt, 
th$it emancipation was practicable without danger. , Fpr^I have 
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not been able to discover (and it is most remarkable) a single 
failure in any of the cases which have been produced. 1 have 
not heard throughout this vast mass of emancipated persons of a 
single instance of bad behaviour, not even of a refusal to work, or 
of disobedience to orders. Much less have I heard of frightful 
commotions, or massacres, or of revenge for past injuries, even 
when they had it amply in their power. In fact, the Negro cha- 
racter is malleable at the European will. .There is, as I have ob- 
served before, a lingular pliability in the constitutional temper of 
' the Negroes, and they have besides a quick sense of their own in-^ 
teres t, which influences their conduct. I am convinced, that 
West India masters may do what they will with their slaves ; and 
that they may lead them through any changes they please, and 
with perfect safety to themselves, if they will only make tbeilaves 
understand that they are to be benefited thereby. 

Having now established, I hope, two of my poii>ts, — first, that 
emancipation is practicable, and, secondly, tha,t it is practicable 
tmthout danger, — rl proceed ^o show the probability that it would 
be attended with profit to those planters who should adopt it.. I 
return, therefore, to the case of M r. Steele. 

I shall begin by quoting the following expressions of Mr. 
Steele. " [ have employed and amused myself," says he, " by 
introducing an entire nex0 mode of governing my own slaves, for . 
their happiness, and alsoybr my own profit J^ . It appears then, 
that Mr. Steele^s new method of management \w 2^ profitable. Let 
us now try to make out from bis own account, of what these profits 
consisted. . , 

Mr. Steele informs us, that his superintendant had obliged him 
to hire all hi« holing at 3/. currency, .®r 2/. 2s. lOd. sterling, per 
acre. He was very much displeased at these repeated charges; / 
and then it was, that he put to trial, as I have before related, tlie 
question whether he could not obtain the labour of his Negroes 
by voluntary means, instead pf by the old method of violence. 
He made, therefore, an attempt to introduce task- work, or labour 
with a promised premium for extraordinary efibrts, upon liis estates. 
He gave his Negroes a small pecuiiary reward over a^d above 
the usual allowances, and the consequence was, as he himself 
gays, that " the poor est ^ feeblest, and by character the most indolent 
Negroes of tlie whole gang, cheerfully performed tlie holing jpf his 
land, generally said to be the most laborious work, for less than a 
fourth part of the stated price paid to the undertakers for holing." 
This experiment I have. detailed above. After this he continued 
the practice of task-work for a premium. He describes the opera- 
tion of such a system upon the minds of his Negroes in the fol- 
lowing wi^rds ; " According to tlic vulgar mode of .governing 
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Negro- slaves, they feel only the desponding fear of punishment for 
doing less than they ought, \yithout being sensible that the settled 

' allowance of food and clothing is given, and should be accepted, 
as a reward for doing well, while in task-work the expectation of 
winning the I'eward, and the fear of losing it, have a double opera- 
lion to exert thpir endeavours." Mr. Steele was benefited in an- 

, other point of view by this new practice. " He was clearly con- 
vinced, that saving time, by doing in one day as much as would 
otherwise require three days, v/'ds worth more than double -the pre^ 
mium, the timely effects on vegetation being critical" He found 
also to his satisfaction, that " during all the .operations under the 
premium there were tio disorders, no crowding to the sick-hous^^ as 
before." 

This account shows clearly how Mr. Steele made a part of his 
profits. These profits consisted first of a saving of expense in his 
husbandry, which saving was not made by others. He had his 

- land holed at one-fourth of the usual rent. Let us apply this to 
all the other operations of husbandry, such as weeding,. deep 
hoeing, &c. in a large farm of nearly eight hundred acres, and we 
shall see how considerable the savings would be in one year. His 
Negroes again did not counterfeit sickness as before, in order to 
be excused firom labour, but rather wished to labour in order to 
obtain the reward. There was, therefore, no crowding to the 
hospitals. This constituted a second source of sctving; for they 
who were in the hospitals were maintained by Mr. Steele without 
earning any thing, while they who were working in the field left 
to their master in their work, when they went home at night, a 
value superior to that which they had received fi^om him for tlieir 
day's labour. But .there was another saving of equal importance, 
which Mr. Steele calls a saving of time, but which he might with 
more propriety have called a saving of season* This saving of 
season, he says, was worth more than double the premium ; and so 
it might easily have been. There are soils, every farmer knows, 
which are so constituted, that if you miss your day, you miss yout 
season ; and, if you miss your season, you lose probably half your 
crop. The saving, therefore, of the season, by having a whole 
crop instead of lialf an one, was a third source of having of money. 
Now let us put all these savings together, and they wiU constitute 
a great saving oP' profit ; for as these savings were made by Mr. 
Steele in consequence of Afs new plan, and were therefore Twt made 
by others, they constituted an extraordinary profit to him ; or they, 
added to the profit, whatever it might have been, which he used 
to receive from the estate before his new plan was put in exe- 
cution 
But I discover other ways in which -Mr. Steele was benefited, 
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as I advance in the perusal of his writings. It is impossible to 
overlook the following passage u " Now,'' says he (alluding to his 
new system), "every species of provisions r)aised on the plantations^ 
or bought from the merchants, ia charged at the market-price to 
the copyhold^store, and discharged by what hats beeh paid on the 
several accounts of every individual bond-slave ; whereas for all 
those species heretofore, I never saw in any plantation-book of my 
estates any account of what became of them, or how they were 
disposed of, ni/r of their value, other than in these concise words, 
they zeere given inailowance to the Negroes and stock. Every year, 
for six years past, this great plantation has bought several hundred 
bushels of corn, and was scanty in all ground-provisions, our pro- 
duce always falling short. This year, 1790, since the establishment 
of copyholdersy though several acres less were planted last year in 
Guinea com tfinu usual j yet we have been able to sell several hun- 
dred bushels at a high price, and aye have still a great slock in hand. 
I can place this saving to no other account, than that there is now • 
an exact account kept by all produce being paid as cash to the^ 
bond-slaves ; and also as all our watchmen are obliged to pay for dl 
losses that happen on their watch, they have found it their interest 
to look well to their charge ; and consequently that we have had much, 
le^s stolen from us than before this new government took place." 

Here then we have seen another considerable source of saving 
to Mr. Steele, namely, that he was not obliged to purchase txny com 
for his slaves as formerly , My readers will be able to judge bet** 
ter of this saving, when I inform them of what has been tlie 
wretched policy of many of our planters in this department of their 
concerns. Look over their farming memoranda, and you will see 
sugar, sugar, sugar, in every page ; but you may turn over leaf 
after leaf, before you will find the words provision grounds* By 
means of this wretched policy, slaves have often suffered most grie- 
vously. Some of them have been half-starved. Starvation, too, 
has brought on disorders which have ultimately tenninated in iheir 
death. Hence their masters have suffered losses,- besides the ex- 
pense incurred in buying what they ought to have raised upon" 
their own estates, and this perhaps at a dear market: and in this 
wretched predicament Mrv Steele appears to have been placed 
when he first went to Barbadoes. His slaves, he tells us, had 
been reduced in number by bad management. Even for six years 
afterwards he had been obliged to buy several hundred bushels of 
com ; but in the year 1790 he had sold several hundred bushels 
at a high price, and had still a great stock on hand. And to what 
was all this owing? Not to an exact account «kept at the store 
(for some may have so misunderstood Mr. Steele); for how could 
an e\act account kept there, have occasioned an increase in the 
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produce of tlie earth? but, as Mr. Steele himself says, to the eUa- 
blishment ^ his copyholders, to the alteration of the condition pf 
his slaves. His slaves did not only three times more work than 
before, in consequence of the superior industry he had excited 

.. among them, but, by so doing, they were enabled to put the com 
into the earth three times more quickly than before, or they were 
so much forwarder in their other work, that they were enabled to 
sow it at the critical moment, or so as to save the season, and thus 
secure a full crop, or a larger crop on a less number of acres, than 
was before raised upon a greater. The copyholders, therefore, 
were the persons who increased the produce of the earth ; but the 
exact account kept at the store prevented the produce from being 
nusapplied as formerly. It could no longer be piit down in the 
general expression of '* given in allowances to the Negroes and the 
$tock;'' but it was put down to the copyholder, and to him only, 
who received it. Thus Mr. Steele saved the purchase of a great 
part of the provisions for his slaVes. He had formerly a great deal 
to buy for them, but now nothing. On jthe contrar}*, he had to 
sell; and, as his slaves were made, according to the new system, 
to maintain t/iemsehes, he had now the tchole produce of his estate to 
dispose of* The circumstance therefore of having nothing to buy, 
but every thing to sell, constituted another source of his profits. 
. What the other particular profits of Mr. Steele were 1 can no 
where find, neither can I find what were his particular expenses ; 
iso as to be enabled to strike the balance in his favour. Happily, 
however, Mr. Steele ^has done this for us himself, though he has 
not furnished us with the items on either side. — He says that '^ firom 
the year 1773 to 1779 (he arrived in Barbadoes in 17B0), his stock 
had been so much reduced by ill management and wasteful eco- 
nomy, that the annual average net clearance was littie more than 
one and a quarter per cent, on the purchase. In a second period^ 
of four years, in consequence of the exertion of an honest and able 
manager, (though with a fiirther reduction of the stock, and iaclud- 
ing the loss firopi the great hurricape,) the annual average income 
was brought to clear a little above two per cent. ; but in a third pe- 
riod of three years, from 17B4 to 1786 inclusive, sime the new mode 
^f governing the Negroes, (besides increasing the stock and laying 

' out large sums annually in adding necessary works, and in repairs 
of the damages by the great hurricane,) the estate has cleared very 
near four and a quarter per cent. ; that is, its annual average clear- 
ance in each of these three periods, was in this proportion ; for 
every 100/. annually cleared in the first period the annual average 
clearance in the second period was 158/. 105., and in the third pe- 
riod was 3451. 6s. 8d." This is the statement given by Mr. Steele, 
and a mobt important one it is ; fur if we compare what the estate 
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had cleared in the first, with wbat.it had cleared in the last of thes^^ 
periods, and have recourse to figures, we shall find that Mr. S^ede 
had more than tripled the income (^ it, in consequence of his new 
management, during his residence in Barbfidoes. And this is in 
fact what he says himself in words at full length, in his answer to 
the 1 7th question proposed to him by the committee of the Privy* 
council on the affi^rs of the slave tiade. ^f In a plantation," says he^ 
" of 200 slaves in June 1780, consisting of 90 men, 82 women, 56 
boys^ and 60 girls, though under the exerdons of an able and ho» 
nest manager, there were only 15 births, and no less than 57 deaths^ 
in three years' and three months. An alteration was mac|e in th^ 
mode of governing the slaves. The wlups were taken from all th^ 
white servants. All arbitrary punishments were abohshedj and aU 
pfiences were tried and sentence passed by a N^gro court. In. four 
years and three months after this change of government, there were 
44 births, and only 41 deaths, of which ten deaths were of super- 
annuated men and women, some above 80 years old. But in th^ 
same interval the annual net clearance of the estate was abcoethr^^ 
Jimes more than it l^d been for ten years be/pre J !!" 

Dr. Dickson, the editor of Mr. Steele, mentions these profits 
also, and in the same terms, and connects them \yith an eulogium 
on Mr, Steele, which is worthy of our attention. " Mr. St^le,-' 
«ays he, ** saw that the Negroes, like all other human beings, were 
to be stimulated to permanent exertion only by a sense of their own 
interests in providing for their own wants and those of thetr ofl^ 
spriog. He therefore tried rewards, wt^ch immediately roused tb^ 
most indolent to exertion. His experiooents ended in regular wagi$, 
.which the industry he had excit^ among his whole gang edaU0d 
^im to pay. Here was a natura^l, efficient, and profitable reciprocity 
of .interests. His people became contented; his mind -was fie^ 
from that perpetual vexation, and that load of anxiety, which Sure 
inseparable from the vulgar system, and in little more than four 
years the annual net clearance of lus property opos tkore than tri" 
pled" Again, in another part of the work, ^' Mr, Steele's pUn mAy 
^o doubt receive some improvements, which his great age obliged 
him to decline'*-*'^ but it is perfect, as f;^ as it goes, Ta advance 
above SQO field-negroes, who had never before moved without the 
whip, to a state nearly resembling that of contented, honest, audita' 
dustrious servant's, and, after paying for their laiour, to triple in a 
few years the annual net clearance of. the £stutef-^these, I say, were 
great achievements for an aged man in an untried field of improve- 
ment, |/re-occupied by inveterate vulgar prejudice. He has indeed 
accomplished aU th^t was really doubtful or difficult in the iinder- 
ta^king, and perhaps all that is at present desirable eitlier fo^ owner 
or slave ; for he has ascertained as a fact, what was before only 
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known to the learned as a theory, and to practical men as a para- 
dox, that the paying of slaves for their labour does act ualty produce 
a very great profit to their owners.^ 

I have now proved (as far as the plan * of Mr. Steele is con* 
cerned) my third proposition, or the probabiiily that emancipation 
would promote the interests of those who should adopt it; but as I 
know of no other estate similarly circumstanced wjth that of Mri 
Steele, that is, where emancipation has been tried, and where a de- 
tailed result of it has been made known, I cannot confirm it by 
other similar examples, I must have recourse, therefore,- to sbme 
new species of proof. Now it is an old maxim, as old as the days 
of Pliny and Columella, and confirmed by Dr. Adam Smith, and 
all the modern writers on political economy, that tite labour of free 
men is cheaper than the labour of slaves. If therefore 1 should 
be able to show that this maxim would be true if applied to all the 
operations and demands of West Indian agriculture, I should be 
able to estaWish my proposition on a new ground : for it requires 
no great acuteness to infer, that, if it be cheaper to employ free 
nien tlian slaves m the cultivation of our island?, emancipation 
would be a profitable process. 

I shall show, then, that the old maxim just mentioned is true, 
when applied to the case in our own islands, first, by establishing 
the fact, thatyree men, people of colour, in the East Indies, are 
employed in precisely the Same concents (the cultivation of the cane 
and the making of sugar) as the slaves in the West, and that thej 
are employed at a cheaper rate. The testimony of Henry Botham, 
E^. will be quite sufficient for this point. That gentleman resi- 
ded for some time in the East Indies, where he became acquainted 
with the business of a sugar estate. In the year 1770 he quitted 
the East for the West. His object was to settle in the latter part 
of the world, if it should be found desirable so to do. For this 

Purpose he visited all the West Indian islands, both English and 
'rench, in about two years. He became during this time a planter^ 
though he did not continue long in this situation ; and he superin- 
tended also Messrs. Bosanquets' and J. Fatio's sugar.plantation 
in their partners' absence. Finding at length the unprofitable way 
in which the West Indian planters conducted their concerns, he 
returned to the East Indies in 1776, and established sugar-works 

* It is much to be feared that this beautiful order of things was broken up 
lifter Mr. Steele's death by his successors, either tiirough their own prejudices, 
or their unwillingness or inability to stand against the scoffs and prejudices of 
others. It may be haf)p^, howerei^ for thousands now in slavery, that Mr. 
Steele lived to accomplish his plan. The constituent parts and result of it 
being known, a fine example is shown to those* who may be desiroiis of trying 
emancipation. 
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at Bencoolen on his own aGcount. Being ia Loncbn in the year 
1789^ when a committee of privy council was sitting to examine 
into the question of tlie slave trade, he delivered a paper to the 
board on the mode of cultivating a sugar plantation iti the East In- 
dies ; and this paper being thought of great importance, he was 
jsummoned afterwards in i 791 by a committee of the House of 
Commons, and was examined personally upon it. 
^ It is very remarkable that the very first sentence in this paper - 
announced the fact at once, that " sugar, better and cheaper than 
that in the West Indian islands, w.as produced by free, nien^ 

Mr. Botham then explained the simple process of making sugar 
in the East. " A proprietor, generally a Dutchman, used to let 
.his estate, say 300 acres or more, with proper buildings upon it, 
to a Chinese, who hved upon it and superintended it, and whore- 
let it ta free men'in parcels of 50 or 6*0 acres, on condition that they 
should plant it in canes for so much for every pecul, 133 lbs., of 
jBugar produced. This superintendant hired people from thq ad- 
jacent villages to take off his crop. One lot of task-men with their 
carts and buffaloes cut the canes, carried them to the mill, and 
grcfund them. A second set boiled them, and a third clayed and 
basketed them for hiarket at so much per pecul. Thus the recter 
knew with certainty what every pecul Avould cost him, and he in- 
curred no unnecessary expense ; for, when the crop was over, the 
task-men returned home. By dividing tlie labour in this mannef, 
it was better and cheaper done." 

Mr. Bcithath detailed next the improved method of making sugar 
in Batavia, which we have not room to insert here. We may just 
state, however, that the persons concerned in it never made spirits 
on th^ sugar estates. The molasses and skimmings were sent for 
sale to Batavia, where one distillery might buy the produce of a 
hundred estates.. Here, again, was a vast saving, says Mr. Botham, 
'* there was not, as in the West Indies, a distillery for each 
estate.'' 

He then proceeded to make a comparison between the agricul- 
tural system of the two countries. " The cane was cultivated to 
the utmost perfection in Batavia, whereas the culture of it in the 
West Indies was but in its infancy. The hoe was scarcely used in 
the East, whereas it was almost the sole implement in the West. 
The plough was used instead of it in the Easty as faivas it could be 
done. Young canes there were kept also often ploughed as a weed- 
ing, and the hoe was kept to weed round the plant when very 
young ; but of this there was little need, if the land had been suflS- 
n^ciently ploughed. When the cane was ready to be earthed up, it - 
was done by a sort of shovel m'ade for the purpose. Two persons 
with this instrument would earth up more canes in a day than ten 
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Negroes with hoes. • The cane-rdots w^re also plmighed upm Hhb 
East, wliereas they were dug up mth the severest exertion in ijbte 
West. Many alterations/' sa^s Mr. Botham, *' are to be madc^ 
and expenses and human labour lessened in the West. Hctdink 
experienced the diffetence^^abourers for profit and lahourersfrim 
forcty I can assert^ that tne satdngs by the former dre %5ery considet^ 
abler • 

He then pointed out other defects in the West Indian taanage- 
ment, ahd their remedies. " I am of opinion/* says he, " that th* 
West Indian planter should for his own interest give more labour* 
to beast and less to man. A larger portion of his estate ought to 
be in pasture. When practicable, can^s should be carried to thfe 
mill^ and cane-tops and grass to the stock, in waggons. The cus^ 
tom of making a hard-worked Negro get a bundle of grass twice 
ia day should be abolished, and in short alotal change take place ih 
the miserable management in our West Indian Ulands, By thes6 
means following as near as possible the East Indian mode, and con- 
solidating the distilleries, I do suppose our sugar-islands might b6 
better worked than they now are by two-thirds or indeed ^we-te/jf 
of the present force. Let it be considered how much-labour is lost 
by the persons overseeing theforceU labourer, which is saved when 
he works ybr his own profit, 1 have stated with the strictest vemJ. 
city a plain matter of fact, that sugar-estates can be worked cheapen 
by freemen than by slaves*. 

I shall now show, that the old maxim, which has been meni- 
tioned, is true, when applied to the case pf our West Indian islands, 
by establishing a fact of a very different kind, viz. that the slaves in 
the West Indies do much more work in a given time when tkejf 
imrk for themselves, than when they work for their masters. Biil 
how, it will be said, do you prove, by establishing this fact, that it 
would be cheaper for our planters to employ free men than slaves? 
1 answer, that, 7Si>hile the slaves are workingfor themselves, they a^ 
to be considered, indeed that they are, bona fide, free labourers. Ii?i 
the first place, they have no driver with them on these occasions; 
and> in the second place, having all their earnings to themsehds, 
they have that stimulus within them to excite industry which be- 
longs peculiarly to free men. What is it, I ask, which gives birtt 
to industry in any part of the world, seeing that labour is not agreed- 
able to man, "but the stimulus arising from the hope of gain^ 

What makes an English labourer do more-work in the day than a 

■■ • - ' - • - 

* Mr. Bothafii's account is coDfinned incontrovertibly by the fact^ that sugvr 
made in, the East Indies can be brought ta England (though it has three times 
the distance to come, and of course three times the freight to pay), and yet be 
afforded to the consumer at as cheap a rate as any that can be brought thither 
from the West. 
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slave, but the slimutus arising from the knowledge, that Xvhat he 
•ams is for himself attd not for another^? What, again, makes aii 
English labourer do much more work by the piece than by the ddy^ 
but the stimulus arising from the knowledge that he may gain 
more by the former flian by the latter mode of work ? Just so is 
the West Indian slave situated, whien he is working for himself f 
that is, when he knows that what he earns is for his own use. He 
has then the stimulus of a free man, and he is, therefore, during 
suchnoork (though unhappily no longer) really, and in effect, and 
to all intents and purposes, as much a free labourer as any persod 
in any part of the globe. But if he be a free naan, while he is 
working for himself, and if in that capacity he does twice or thrice 
more work than when he works Tor his master, it foUows, that it 
would be cheaper for his master to employ him as a free labourer, 
or that the labour of free men in the West Indies would be cheaper 
than the labour of slaves, . ^ 

That West Indian slaves, when they work for themselves, do 
much more in a, given time than when they work for their masters, 
H» a Cact so notorious in the West Indies, that no one who hasL 
been there would deny it> Look at Long's History of Jamaica-, 
The Privy Council Report, Gaisford*s Essay on the good Effects 
of the Abolition of the Slav^ Trade, and other books. Lei us hear 
also what Dr. Dickson,^ the editor of Mr. Steele, and who resided 
so many years in Barbadoes, says on this subject; for what hesdys 
is so admirably expressed that I cannot help quoting it. " The 
planters," says he, *' do not take the right way to make human be- 
ings 4)ot forth their strengtli. They apply main force where they 
should apply moral motives, and punishments alone where rewards 
should be judiciously intermixed. They first beslave their poor 
people with their cursed whip, and then stand and wonder at the 
tremour of their nerves, and thb laxity of their muscles. And yet, 
strange to tell, those very men qffirmy and affirm truly y that a slave 
will do more work for himself in an afternoon than he cati be made 
to do for his owner in a whole day or more!** And did not the 
whole Assembly of Grcnada,* in the evidence they transmitted to 
the Privy Council, as we collect from the famous speech of Mr. 
Pitt on the Slave Trade in 1791, aflSrm the same thing? " He 
(Mr. Pitt) would show,*' he said, " the fiitiUty of the argument of 
his honourable friend. His honourable friend had himself admit- 
ted, that it was in the power of the colonies to correct the various 
abuses by which the Negro population was restrained. But they 
could not do this without improving the condition of their slaves^ 
without making them approximate towards the rank of citizens^ 
without giving them some little interest in their labour ^ \yhich would 
occasion them to work with the energy of men. But now the As- 
sembly 
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fiembly of Grenada had themselves stated, that, though tht Negroes 
^ere allowed the afternoon of only one day in every week, they^zmuld 
^ as much voork in that afternoon when employed for tneir own 
benefit f as in the whole day when employed in their masters^ service* 
Now sifter this confession the House might burn all his calculaUooa 
relative to the Negro population ; for if this population had not 
quite reached the desirable state which he had pointed out, this 
confession had proved that further supplies were not wanted. A 
Negro, if he worked for himself, could do double work. By an im- 
provement, then, in the mode of labour, the work in the islands 
could be doubled. But if so, what wouUl become of the argument 
of his honourable friend ? for then only half the number of the 
present labourers were necessary." 

But the fact, that the slaves in the West Indies do much more 
work for themselves in a given time than when they work for their 
masters, may bo. established almost arithlnetically, if we will take 
the trouble of calculating from authentic documents which present 
tliemselves on the subject. It is surprising, when we look into 
the evidence examined by the House of Commons on the subject 
of the Slave Trade, to find how little a West Indian slave really 
does^ when he works for his master ; and this is confessed equally 
by the witnesses on both sides of the question. One of them 
(Idr. Francklyn) says, that a labouring man could not get his bread 
in- Europe if he worked no harder than a Negro. Another (Mr. 
Tobin), that no Negto works like a day-labourer in ^England. 
Another (Sir John Dalling), that the general work of Negroes is 
not to be called labour. A fourth (Dr. Jackson), that an English 
labourer does three times as much work as a Negro in the West 
Indies. Now how are these expressions to be reconciled with 
the common notions in England of Negro labour? for "to work 
like a Negro '' is a common phrase, which is understood to con- 
vey the meaning, tliat the labour of the Negroes is the most severe 
and intolerable that is known. One of the witnesses, however, 
just mentioned explains the matter. " The hardship^' says he, 
" of Negro field-labour is naore in the mode tlian in tlie quantity 
done. The slave, seeing no end of his labour, stands over th^ 
work, and only throws the hoe to avoid the lash. He appears to 
work, without actually working." The truth is, that a Negro, 
having no interest ii> his work while working for his master, will 
work only while the whip is upon him. I can no where make oiit 
the clear net annu^al earnings of a. field Negro on a sugar p1ant^<^ 
tion to come up to 8/. sterling. Now what does he earn in the 
course of a year when he is working for himself ? I dare not repeat 
what some of the wimesses for the planters stated to the House .of 
Commons, wherf representing the enviable condition of the slavies 
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in fhe West Indies ; for this would be to make him earn more for 
himself in one (fay than for his master in a week^ Let us take then 
the lov^st sum mentioned in the Book of Evidence. This is stated 
to be 14c/. sterling per v(reek; and I4d. sterling per week would 
make Si. sterling per year. But bow many days in the week doe# 
he work when lie makes such annual earnings f The most^me^ 
which any of the witnesses gives to a field-slave for his o\yn private 
eoncerns^ is every Sunday, and also every Saturday afternoon in the 
week^ t)esides three holidays in the yoar. But this is far from being 
the general account. Many of them say that he has only Sunday 
to himself; and otliers, that even Sunday is occasionally trespassed 
upon by Ijiis master. It appears, abo, that even where the after- 
noon i$ given him, it is only out of crop-time. Now let us take 
into the account the time lost by slaves in going backwards ajid for- 
^^rds to their provision-grounds ; for though some pf these are de- 
scribed as being only a stone's throw froni tlieir huts, others are d^ 
scribed as being one, and two, md three, and even four miles off; 
and let us take into the account, also, that Sunday is, by the con- 
fession of all, the Negro market day, on which alone they can 
dispose of their own produce^ and that the market itself inay be 
from one to ten or fifteen miles from their homes, and ^hat Uiey 
who go tliere cannot be working in their gardens at the same time, 
and we shall find that there cannot be on an average more than a 
clear three quarters of a day in the week> which they can call their 
own, and in which they can work for themselves. But call it a 
jwbole day, if you please, and you will find that the slave does for 
himself in this one day more than a third of what he does for his 
master in six ; or that he works more than three times harder when 
^e tporhjor himself ih^Lii when he works for his master. 
^ 1 have now shown, first by the evidence of Mr. Bothauii iind 
secondly by th^ fact of Negroes earning more in a given time when 
they work in their own gardens, than when they work id their 
iwaj»tei''s service, that the old maxim *' of its being cheaper to em- 
ploy free men than slaves,'' is true, when applied to the cperations 
and demands of West Indian agriculture. I3ut if it be cne^per to 
employ free men than slaves in the West Indies, then they, who 
fihojuld emancipate their Negroes there, would promote their inter^ 
est by. so doing. '* But holo ! " says, an objector, *' we allow that 
iheir successor? would be benefited, but not the emandpatofs them- 
selves. Tliese would have a great sacrifice to make. Tb^ir slaves 
fiye worth so much money at this moment; but they would lose all 
Uiif value, if they were to set them free. I reply^ and indeed 
I^tiave all along affirmed, that it is not proposed to emancipate 
^e slaves at once^ tiut to prepare them for emapcipation in a cours 
iffyeari^ Mr. Steele did not make his slaves entiretyfretf They 
-' - " ' ' - ' ' -%' ' ' were 
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were copyhohUhond slaves. They were still his property: aqd ther 
would, ifiie iiacl live(J, have continued so for many veal's. They 
^lerefore who should emancipate, would lose nothing of the value 
of their slaves, so long as they brought them only to the door of. 
fiberty, but did not allow them to j)ass throiioh it. But suppose 
(hey were to allow them to pass through it and thus admit them to 
freedom, they would Ipse nothing by so doing ; for they would not 
admit them to freedom till after a certain, peri ad of years, during 
tchich I contend that the v<^/w€ of every individual slave would 
have been reimbursed to them from t/ie increased income of their 
estates. Mr. Steele, as we have seen, mare than tripled the value 
of his income duiing his esperimerit : I believe that he more than 
quadrupled it; for he says, that he more than tripled it, besides in- 
creasing his stock, and •laying out large sums annually in adding 
necessary ts:orks, and in repairs of the damage fry the great hum^ 
cane. Suppose then a West India estate to yield at this moment 
a net income of 500/. per annum, this income would be increased, 
according to Mr, Steele's e:^p6rience, to somewhere about 1700/. 
per annum. Would not, then, the surplus beyond the original 
500/,, viz. 1$00/, per annum, be sufficient to reimburse the pro- 
prietor in a few years for the value of every steve which he had 
when he began his plan of emancipation r But he would be reim- 
bursed again, that is, (twice over on the whole for every individual 
slave^) from a new source, viz. the impj-oved value of his land. 
It is a fact well known in the United States, that a certain quantity 
of land, or farm, in full cultivation by free men, will fetch twice 
more money tlian the same quantity of land, similarly circum- 
stanced, in full cultivation by slaves. Let us suppose, then, tliat 
the slaves at present on any West Indian plantation are worth 
about as much as the land with the buildings upon it, to which 
they are attached, and that the land witii the buildings upon it 
would rise to double its former \"alue when cultivated by free men; 
it fbllQws diat the land and buildings alone would be worth as 
much tiien, tiiat is, when worked by free labourers, as the land, 
buildings, and slaves together are worth at the present time. 

I have now, I thiuk, pretty well canvassed the subject, and I 
shall , therefore hasten to a conclusion. And first,* I a^ the West 
Indians, whether they think that they will be allowed to carry on 
tlieir present cruel system, the arbitrary use of tlie whip and the 
chain, and the brutal debasement of their fellow-cr^tures, /or ever. 
I say. No ; I entertain better hopes of the humanity andjustice of 
the British people. 1 am suve that they will interfere, and that 
when they'^pur^ take np the cause^ they kHI nerer abendoa it till 
they have iiifaiued their object, .And what is it, after all, that 1 
ha^-e jt^een pv^^ing in the course of th« precedirg pages r Ttiro 

/things 



51 

things ouly, viz. that the laws relating to the slaves may be revised 
by the British parliament, so that they may be made (as /it was 
always iti tended) to accord with, and not to be repnguaut to^ the 
principles of the British constitution, and that, when such a revi- 
sion shall have taken place, the slaves may be put into a state of 
preparation for emancipation ; and for such an emancipation as 
may be shown to be compatible with the joint interests of the 
master and the slave. Is there any thing unreasonable in this jpro- 
position ? Is it unreasonable to desire that those laws should be 
repealed, which are contrary to the laws of God, or tliat the Afri- 
cans and their descendants, who have the shape, image, intel- 
lect, feelings, and affections of men, should be treated as human 
beings? 

Tlie measure then, which I have been proposing, is not nnrea- 
sonahle; and I am confident it zcould not he injurious to the inter- 
ests of the West Indians themselves.. These are at present, it ift 
said, in great distress ; and so they have been for years ; and so 
tliey will stiil be (and moreover tliey will be getting worse and 
worse) so hug as they continue slavery • How can such a wicked, 
such an ill-framod system succeed ? Has not the Almiglity in his 
moral government of the world stamped a character Upon human 
actions, and given such a turn to their operations, that the balance 
shoulil be ultimately in favour of virtue ? Has he not taken from 
those, who act wickedly, the power of discerning the right path ? 
or has he not so confounded their faculties, that they are for ever 
frustrating their own schemes ] It is only to know the practice of 
our planters to be assured, that it will bring on difficulty after 
difficulty, and loss after loss, till it will end in ruin. If a roan were 
to sit down and to try to invent a ruinous. system of agriculture, 
could he devise one more to his mind than that which they have 
been in the habit of using ? Let us look at some of the more strik- 
ing parts of this system. The first that stares us in the fg^ce, is 
the unnatural and destructive practice oi forced labour. Here 
we see men working without any rational stimulus to ehcit their 
exertions, and therefore they must be followed by drivers with 
whips in their hands. Well might it be said by Mr. Botham to 
the Committees of Privy-council and House of Commons, "Xet 
it be considered, how much labour is lost by the persons over- 
seeing die forced labourer, which is saved when he- works for his 
own profit ;" and, notwithstanding all the vigilance and whipping 
of these drivers, I have proved that the slaves do more for them- 
selves in an afternoon, than in a whole day when they work for 
their masters. It was doubtless the conviction \\\2X forced labour 
wcfs unproftahley as well as that there would be less of human 
suffering, whidh i^ade Mr. Steele tak« away the whips from his 
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drivers, as i/ie vcrj/Jirst siep necessary in his improved system, or 
as the sine qua non without which such a system could not properly 
be begun ;' and did not this very measiiie alter the face of his af- 
fairs in point of prof t in three years after it had been put into 
operation'^ And here it must be observecl, that, if evcp emanc'u 
pation should be begun by our planters, this must be (however 
iliey may dislike to part with arbitrary power) as much a first step 
with them as it was with Mr. Steele. Forced labour stands at 
the head of the catalogue of those nuisanc(B§ belonging to slavery, 
'which oppose the planter's gain. It must be removed befoi'e any 
thing else can be done. See what mischiefs it leads to, indepen- 
dently of its want of profit. It is impossible that forced-labour 
can be kept up from day to day without injury to the constitution 
of the slaves; and if their healUi is injured, the property of their 
masWs must be injured also. Forced labour, again, sends qi any 
of them to the sick-houses. Here is, at any rate, a loss of their 
working time. But it drives them also occasionally to run Stwa/,* 
and sometimes {o destroy themselves. Here again is a loss of 
their w^orking time, and of property into the bargain, Foned la- 
boar, then, is one of those striking parts in the West Indian hus- 
bandry, in which w^e see a constant source of loss to those who 
adopt it; and may we not speak, and yet with truth, as unfavourably 
of some of the other striking parts in the same system? What 
shall we say, first^ to that injurious disproportion of the articles of 
croppage with the wants of the estates, which makes little or no 
provision of food for the labourers {the very first to be cared for)^ 
but leaves these to be fed by articles to be bought three thousand 
miles offin another country, let the markets there be ever so high, 
or the prices ever so unfavourable, at the time? What shall we 
s^}'> sg^iin^ to that obstinate and ruinous attachment to old customs,' 
in consequence of which even acknowledged improvements are, 
almost forbidden to be received? How generally has the intro- 
duction of the plough been opposed in the West Indies, though 
both the historians of Jamaica have recommended the use of it, 
and though it has been proved that one plough w^ith two sets of 
horses to relieve each other, would turn up as much land in a day,' 
aSsOne hundred Negroes could with their hoes ! Is not the froe also' 
continued in earthing .up the canes there, when Mr. Botham 
proved, more than thirty years ago, that tzm men would do more 
with the Eas^ Indian shovel at that sort of work in a day, than^^» 
Negroes with the former ihstniment? So much for unprofitable 
imtru'ments of husbandry ; a few words now on unprofitable mod^s 
of employment. It seems, first, little less than infatuation, to 
make Negroes carry baskets of dung upon their heads, basket 
after basket, to the field. I do not mention this soinuch as an in- 
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tolerable hardship upon those who have to peiForm it, as an im- 
[itovident wast^ of strength and time. Why are not horses, or 
lii'ules, or oxen, and carts or other Tehicles of convenience, used 
bftener on such occasions? I may notice also that cruel and most 
disadvantageous mode of employment of making Negroes collect , 
grass for the cattle, by picking it by the hand blade by blade. Are 
no artificial grasses to be found in our islands, and is the existence 
of the scythe unknown there ? But it is' of no use to dwell longer 
iipon this subject. The whole 'system is a ruinous one from the 
beginning to the end. And from whence does such a systenl aiise f 
It has its origin in slavery alone, tt is practised no where but in 
the land ofignorance and slavery. Slavery indeed, or rather the 
despotism which supports slavery, has no compassion, and it is 
one of its characteristics never to thittk of sparing the sinews of the 
iftetched creatine called a slave. Hence it is slow to adopt helps, 
with which a beneficent Providence has furnished us, by giving' 
to man an inventive faculty for easing his burthens, or by siibmit- 
thig the beasts of the field to his dominion and his use, and it flies 
to expedients which are contrary to natuie and reason. How 
then ca,n such a system ever answer ? Were an English farmer 
td'have recourse to such a system, he would not be able to pay his' 
relit for a single year. If the planters then are in distress, it m 
tlieir own fault. They may, however, thank the abolitionists that 
they are not worse ofi'than they are tft present. The abolition of 
the slave trade, by cutting off the purchase of new slaves, has cut 
off one cause of their ruin* ; and it is only the abolition of slavery . 
tl^hich cart yet save them. Had the planters, when the slave tracfe 
wa^ abolished, taken immediate measures to xneet the change; had 
thiey then revised their laws and substituted better; had they then' 
pot their slaves into a state of preparation for emancipation, in 
^hat a much more desirable situation would ihey haNe been at this 
moaietit ! In fact, iiothijig can save (hem, but the cbolition of slavery 
on a wise and prudent plan. Take away from the planters the use . 
arid practice of slavery, and the hour of their prosperity would be 
b^un. Can we doubt that Providence would then bless their 
ctrdeavour^, and that deliverance from their difficulties would be' 
th^r portion in the end ? 

It has appeared, I hope, by this time, that what I have been 

proposing is not unreasonable, and that, so far frofti being injurious 

. to the interests of the planters, it would be highly advantageous to 

them. I shall now show, that I do not ask for the introduction 

of a more humane system i«to our Colonies at a time when it 

• Dickson's Mitigation of Slavery, p. 213, where it is proved that bought 
slaves never refund their purchase-money to their owners. 
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would be improper to grant it; and that no fair objection- can be 
raised against the present moment^ as the Jit era from whence tlic 
measures in contemplation should commence. There was, in- 
deed, a time when the planters might have ofiered something like 
an excuse for tlie severity of their conduct towards their slaves, 
pn the plea that the greater part of them then in the colonies were 
Ajricanrborn or strangers, and that cargoes were constantly pour- 
ing in, one after the otner, consisting of the same sort of beings, or 
pi stubborn ferocious people^ nerer accustomed to work, whose 
spirits it was necessaru to, break, and whose necks to force dawn to 
the yoke \ and that this could only be effected by the whip, tlie 
chain, the iron collar, and other instruments of the kind. But now 
no such plea can be offered. It is now sixteen years since . the 
slave trade was abolished by England, and it is therefore to be. 
presumed^ that no new slaves have been imported into the British 
colonies within that period. The slaves, therefore, who are there 
at this day, must consist either of Africans, whose spirits must 
have been long ago broken, or of Creoles bom in the cradle and 
brought up in the trammels of slavery. What argument then can. 
be produced for the continuation of the present barbarous discir 
pline? And I am glad to find that two gentlemen, both of whom 
we have had occasion to quote before, bear me out in this remark. 
AJr. Steele, speaking of some of the old cruel laws of Barbadoes, 
applies them to the case before us in these words.:—" As, accord- 
ing to Ligon's account, there were not above two-thirds of .the 
island in plantations in the year l650, we must suppose that in the 
year 1088 the great number of African-born slaves brought into 
the plantations in chains, and compelled to labour by the t^rors of 
corporal punishnaent, n^ight have made itappearnecessafy toenact 
a ten)porary law so harsh as the statute No. 82 ; but when the 
great majority of the Negroes were become vernacular , born in 
the island, naHralized by language, ^iwi familiarized by custom^ 
did notpoZtcy as well as humanity require them to be put under 
milder conditions, such as were granted to the slaves of our Saxon 
ancestors ?** Colonel Malenfant speaks the same sentiments. In 
defending his plan, which he ofiered to the French Government 
for St. Domingo in 1814, against the vulgar prejudice^ that " where 
you employ Negroes you must of necessity use slavery," he de- 
livers himself thus: — "* If all the Negroes on a plantation had 
not been more than six months out of Africa, or if they had the 
same ideas concerning an independent manner of life as the Indians 
or the savages of Guiana, L should consider my plan to be im- 
practicable. I should then say that coercion would be necessary : 

■ ■■■■'■'■■ ....,,. I. 

♦ P. 125. 
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but nineiy-nine out of every hundred Negroes in St. Domingo 
are aware that tliey cannot obtain necessaries without work. They 
know that it is their duty to work, and they are^ven desirous of 
working ; but the remembrance of their cruel sufferings in tJie 
time of slavery renders them suspicious," We may conclude, 
then, that if a cruel disciphne wasvot necessaty in the years 1790 
and 17949 to which tiiese gentlemen allude, when there must have 
been many thousands of newly imported Africans both in St. Do- 
mingo and in the English polonies, it cannot be necessary now 
when thfere have been no importations into the latter for Jijteen 
years. There can be no excuse, then, for the English planters' 
tor not altering tlieir system, and this immediately. It is> on the 
other hand j a great reproach to them, considering tlie quality and 
character of their slaves, that they should not of themselves have 
come forward on the subject before this time. 

' Seeing then that nothing has been done where it ought, it is the 
duty of the abolitionists to resume their labours. If through the 
medium of the abolition of the slave trade they have not accom« 
plished, as they expected, the whole of their object, they liave no 
alternative but to resort to other measures^ or to attempt by coned- 
tiitlopal means under that Legislature which has already sanc- 
tioned their efforts, the mitigation of the cruel treatment of the 
Negroes, with the ultimate view of extinguishing, in due time and 
in a suitable manner, slavery itself. Nor ought any time to be 
lost in making such an attempt ; fof it is a melancholy fact, that * 
.there is a decrease of the slave population in our islands at the 
present moment. What other proof need we require of the se* 
verity of the sla'very there, and of the necessity of its mitigatio$k0 
Severe punishments, -want of sufficient food, labour extracted by 
the whip, and a system of prostitution, conspire, almost as much 
as ever, to make inroads upon the constitutions of the slaves^ - 
jfnd to prevent their increase. And let it be remembered here, 
diat any former defect, of this kind was supplied by importations; 
but that importations are now unlawful. Unless, therefore,, the 
abolitionists interfere, and tliat soon, our West Indian planters 
may come to Parliament and say, " We have now tried your (ex- 
periment. It has not answered. You must therefore give us 
leave to go again to the coast of Africa for slaves," There is 
also, another considetation worthy of the attention of the aboli- 
tionists, viz. that a public attempt made in England to procure th6 
abolition of slavery would very much promote their Original ob- 
ject, the cause of the abolition of the slave trade; for foreign 
courts have greatly doubted our sincerity as to the latter measure, 
and have therefore been very backward in giving us their assist- 
ance in it. If England, say they, abolished the slave trade^row 
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moral motives, how liappens it (hut she continues slavery P But 
if tbie public attempt were to succeed, tlien the abolrtioni^tii would^ 
aee their wishes in a. direct train for complelion: for if slavery were 
to fall in tlie British isknds, this event would occasion dfeath in tf 
giveii time, and without striking any further blow, to the execrable 
trade! in every part of the 'world; because those tbreigoers, -wha 
Srhould continue slavei'y, no longer able to con)pete in tlie maVkets*; 
with those who should employ free men, must abandon the siiavc' 
tfcule altogether. 

. But here perhaps the planters will say, " What right have ttie' 
people of England to inteifere with our property, which would be. 
the case if they, were to attempt to aboUsh slavery ?'' The people 
of England might reply, that they have as good a right as you,* 
the planters, have to interfere with that most, precious of all pro-^ 
perty, the liberty of your slaves^ seeing that you holdihenvbytto 
tight that is not opposed to nature, reason, justice, and reHgion, 
The people of England hare no desire to interfere with yovvr ' pro- 
perty, but with your oppression. It is probable that your pro- 
perty would be improved by the change. But, to examine this' ' 
right more minutely, I contend, first, that they have aVway^ a 
right to interfere in behalf of humanity and justice wherever ttieir 
appeals can be heard. I contend,^ secondly, that they have a 
more immediate right to interfere in the present case, because 
the oppressed persons in question, hving in the British dominieins 
and under the British Government, are their fellow subjectSf I 
contend again, that they have tliis right upon tbe ground that'_ 
they are giving you, the West Indians, a monopoly for their sugar. 
By biiying it from yo\i exclusively at a much dearer rafe than they 
can get it from other quarters. Surely they have a right to say- 
to you, as customers for your produce. Change your system and^ 
\ve will continue to deal with you : but if you \m\\\ not change it,' 
we will buy our sugar elsewhere, or we will not buy sugar at all." 
The East Indian market is open to us, and we prefer sugar that' 
is not stained with blood. Nay, we w'ill petition Parliament- 16 
take ofF the surplus duty with: which East Indian sugar is loaded 
on your account; W hat superibr claims have you either u]x>n Par- 
liament orupon us, that you should have the preference r As to the 
East Indians, they are as much the subjects of the British enipire 
as yourselves. As to the East Indi^ Company, they support all 
^eir establishments, both civil and military, at tlieir own cxpenste. 
They come to our Treasury for nothing ; while you, with i^aval 
stations, and an extraordinary military force maintained for no other 
purpose than to keep \t\ kwe an injured population, and with heavy 
bounties on the exportation of your sugar, put us to such an ex- 
pense as makes us. doubt whether your trade is worth having on its- 
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present terms. They, tlie East India Company, again, have been 
i\ blessing to the Natives with whom they have been concerned. 
They (Hstributc an equal system of law and justice to all without 
res|)ect of persons, lliey dispel* the clouds of ignorance, super- 
. stition, and idolatry, and carry with them civilization and liberty 
wherever they go. You, on the other hand, have no code of jus- 
tice but for yourselves. You deny it to those w^ho cannot help them- 
selves. You hinder liberty by your cruel restrictions on manumis- 
sion; and dreading the inlet of light, ;yoM study to perpetuate igno- 
rance and barbarism. Which then of the two competitors has 
the claim to preference by an English Parliament and an English 
people ? It may probably soon become a question with the latter, 
whether they will consent to pay a millioa annually more for West 
India sugar than for other of like quality, or, which is the same 
thing, whether they will allow themselves to be taxed annually to 
the amount of a million sterling to support West Indian slavery ! ! 
I shall now conclude_i)y saying, that I leave it, and ''that i re- 
commend it, to others to add to the light which I have endeavoured 
to furnish on this subject, by collecting ncNV facts relative to Eman- 
cipation and the result of it in other parts of the world, as well as 
relative to the superiority of free over servile labour, in order thi|t 
the West Indians may be convinced, if possible, that they would 
be benefited by the change of system which 1 propose. They 
must already know, both by past and present experience, that the 
ways of unrighteousness are not profitable. Let them not doubt, 
since the Almighty has decreed the balance in favour ^f virtuous 
actions, that their efForts under the new system will work together , 
for their good. 



THE END. 
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